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This Week's Headlines 
December 6, 2007 
NEWS 
Full coverage of the Student Union's Annual General Meeting 
-J.J. McCullough, page 4 
OPINIONS 
Was it fair to let the schools' jocks ram through a fee increase? 
-Garth Mclennan, page 6 
FEATURES 
Pearl Harbor, still relevant six decades later 
-Garth Mclennan, page 20 
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
Mario's latest adventure is out of this world! 
-lain Reeve, page 15 
SPORTS 
The death of a tyrant sparks a sports revolution in Chicago 
-Garth Mclennan, page 24 
WRITE FOR US! 
Anyone can submit to the Other Press. 
The weekly deadline for submissions is 
Thursday for publication the following 
Thursday. Letters to the Editor and "time-
sensitive" articles (weekend news, sports, 
and cultural reviews) will be accepted until 
Saturday noon and can be submitted to the 
editor at: editor.otherpress@grnail.com 
All other submissions should be forwarded 
to the appropriate section editor. Please 
include your name, email address, word 
count, and submit via email as an MS 
Word.doc attachment to the attention of the 
appropriate editor. 
The Other Press will pay $50 to any 
student who writes an article of at least 
1,500 words for the newspaper's "features" 
section. Submit story ideas to the Editor in 
Chief. 
The Other Press holds weekly staff 
meetings at 6 PM on Thursdays. All 
interested students are welcome to attend. 
NEWS SUBMISSIONS 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com 
SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 
supergarth@hotmail.com 
A&E SUBMISSIONS 
aeditor@ gmail.com 
FEATURE ARTICLES 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com 
OPINION SUBMISSIONS 
drsexysex@yahoo.ca 
HOWE ARE 
The Other Press has been Douglas College 's student newspaper since 1976. Since 1978 we have been 
an autonomous publication, independent of the student union. Today we are registered society under the 
Society Act of British Columbia, governed by a board of directors. 
Canadian University Press (CUP), a syndicate of student newspapers that includes papers from all across 
Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the right to choose what we will publish, and we will not publish material that 
is hateful, obscene, or condones or promotes illegal activities. Submissions may be edited for clarity and 
brevity if necessary. 
The Other Press is published weekly during the fall and winter semesters, and monthly during the 
summer. We receive our funding from a student levy collected through tutition fees every semester 
at registration, and from local and national advertising revenue. The Other Press is a member of the 
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LETT I TOR 
On meetings, employment, and holiday cheer 
Thus concludes the first semester. 
Let us now pause for some reflections on various recent happenings: 
On the Annual General Meeting of the Douglas Students Union: A 
remarkably well-organized and efficient affair, despite some initial bumblings 
(which you can read more about inside). The DSU managed to bull of anAGM 
that was fairly fast-paced-as much as can be expected by things of this sort-
and the information presented by the auditor, receiver-manager, and DSU board 
was frank, honest, and clear. 
Events like this will hopefully continue to improve the DSU's 
reputation. It was interesting to observe how many students seemed to arrive 
with minds full of cynicism and scepticism-and rightly so, given the DSU's 
history-only to find, by the meeting's end, that there was really little to be 
cynical or sceptical about. Even a journalistic gossip-monger like me had to 
grudgingly admit to my muckraking friends that the DSU scandal well now 
seems to have run dry. 
That being said, I (along with countless others, I trust) do hope that the 
DSU's embarrassing receivership situation will be resolved sooner rather than 
later. I was thus somewhat disappointed to hear at the AGM that the status may not 
be as close to concluding as I have previously reported in these pages, though one 
must still take comfort in the axiom that any progress is better than none. 
There is also the matter of the Douglas athletics department "stacking" 
the AGM with jocks, a controversy which our cover refers to. It was a fairly 
dubious tactic, and I largely agree with Garth McLennan's pessimistic analysis 
of the situation, which you can read in full in this issue's opinions page. It says 
something about the democratic deficit in student unions when policy approvals 
have to be stearnrolled through in such an awkward manner. Whether the decision 
was good or bad, and whether or not the DSU, or the College, or whoever else, 
supported the move is irrelevant. The bigger question should be "has it come to 
this?" 
On the state of this newspaper: I've heard complaints that I whine too 
much about the OP on this page, but I likewise wish I had less to whine about. The 
newspaper needs more people, frankly. We need more writers, more editors, and 
more staff. We need more diversity, more voices, and more students. C'mon! 
Being a part of the Other Press is really a great learning experience, and 
it's a lot of fun. Plus, you can make actual money working here! What's not to 
like! With the semester ending, now is probably not the best time for recruiting. 
But come the new year, we'll need your help more than ever, and I'm not gonna be 
shy about asking for it. 
On Christmas: I've said it before and I will say it again: anyone who 
dislikes Christmas is a Communist. Yes, yes, I'm well aware that the celebration of 
the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ has devolved into a trite, over-commercialized 
pagan festival of plastic and chemicals, fuelled by a deadly cocktail of family-
induced stress and seasonal affection disorder that now has a greater statistical 
likelihood of causing divorce and suicide than peace and goodwill, but still. It's 
Christmas! Just think of all the cookies and bright lights and extended holiday 
shopping hours at Wai-Mart. Mmmm, it truly is a magical time. 
On the snow: I do not care for it. 
J.J. McCullough 
Editor in Chief of the Other Press 
Interested in current events~ like to dig up dirtil 
well then, perhaps you should 
BECOME THE OTHER PRESS' 
Reporting! Writing! Actual money! 
Earn $240 per month as a student journalist 
Email J.J. at editor.otherpress@gmail.com 
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The Student Union's Great 
Big General Meeting of 2007 
Fees go up as receivership winds down 
By JJ McCullough, Editor in Chief 
A $60-per-year increase in student 
fees was overwhelmingly approved at 
the 2007 annual general meeting of the 
Douglas Students Union, as a packed 
crowd of nearly 200 students endorsed 
a ten-fold raise in the College's Activity 
and Intramural Fee. 
It was the first DSU annual 
general meeting (AGM) to achieve 
quorum in nearly a decade. After eight 
continuous years of failed attempts to get 
the necessary 75 students to show up, the 
DSU appeared to finally find a winning 
issue with the athletics fee increase. 
Sports students flood meeting, 
surprising organizers 
The meeting, which was held on the 
evening of Wednesday, November 28, 
got off to a decidedly slow, and muddled 
start. Originally intended to be held at 
4:30 at lecture hall 2203 of the New 
Westminster campus, massive crowds 
of students had already begun to fill the 
surrounding hallway as early as 3:30. It 
quickly became apparent that the DSU 
officials in charge of the event were not 
prepared for the massive turnout, and 
were soon scrambling to formally verify 
the names and student numbers of each 
tudent who wished to attend. 
The entire event eventually had 
to be packed up and moved to a bigger 
lecture hall next door, and as a result of 
the ensuring confusion, the meeting did 
not formally start until 5:10. 
The high turnout for the AGM 
was almost entirely the result of a 
push by the Douglas College athletics 
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department and sports teams, eager to 
"stack" the meeting to ensure the passage 
of a proposed athletics fee increase. 
Physical education teachers and coaches 
evidently made attendance mandatory for 
their students, and there were rumours 
that some sports science teachers were 
even offering extra credit to anyone who 
attended theAGM. Though such rumours 
could not be independently confirmed or 
denied by The Other Press as of press 
time, it was clear that at the very least 
some coaches and teachers were paying 
active attention as to which of their 
students were attending the AGM, with 
students filling in special sign-in sheets 
before entering the lecture hall. 
When a question was later 
raised during the meeting itself about 
the high number of athletics students 
in attendance, DSU internal relations 
officer Geoffrey Lenahan denied that the 
student union had been involved in the 
push. "Nobody in the DSU told anyone 
to make it mandatory," he said. Indeed, 
far from being specifically orchestrated, 
it seems the high turnout actually 
caught much of the DSU off guard. " It 
shocked me, to be honest," said Wendy 
Case, a member of the DSU board, "we 
were expecting maybe like, 80 people, 
nowhere near this many." 
In the end, the new lecture hall 
was packed to maximum occupancy, with 
every seat filled and many additional 
students cluttering the isles as well. 
Though the DSU did not have exact 
registration numbers available at press 
time, conservative estimates placed the 
number of students present at around 200. 
Despite the high attendance, 
however, as the meeting progressed it 
was obvious that not all members of the 
audience were particularly interested in 
the proceedings. Crosstalk and chatter 
were in abundance, and many individuals 
seemed to want to hurry through the 
meeting as quickly as possible. The 
chair would occasionally call for order, 
and stress the importance of following 
proper protocols and procedure, but was 
often met with loud groans in response. 
Event draws prominent faces 
Though much of the audience 
may have consisted of sports students 
with very little interest or background 
in student politics, the AGM was still 
a variable "who's who" of prominent 
individuals associated with the Douglas 
College campus community. All ten 
of the incumbent members of the DSU 
board of directors were in attendance, 
sitting on prominent display in a line 
of chairs at the front of the lecture hall. 
Along with DSU receiver-manager 
Marne Jensen herself, her two past and 
present assistants- Benjamin Johnson 
and Jessica Magalios-were on hand 
to help with the event. Douglas College 
student senator and former DSU staffer 
Yasmin Irani was a notable presence, as 
were a few now-retired board members 
of the student union. There was even a 
brief appearance by David Seaweed, 
the College's First Nations Coordinator, 
who served as the DSU's last president 
from 1998 to 1999 before the position 
was abolished. 
The official chair of the 
meeting was Dutin Grof, the official 
BC Representative of the Canadian 
Federation of Students, and familiar face 
on the Douglas campus. 
Representing the College 
administration were vice presidents 
Blaine Jensen and Karen Maynes, who sat 
together at the back of the room. Though 
their presence was largely unnotable, 
there had been some initial controversy 
over the matter of inviting representatives 
of the College administration to the 
event. The DSU board originally voted 
down an invitation, eager to demonstrate 
their independence and maturity as an 
autonomous organization. The board's 
decision was later overruled by receiver-
manager Marne Jensen, however. 
As a compromise, the two VPs 
were sent out of the meeting halfway 
through, after the report of the receiver-
manager and the approval of the fee 
increase. This was of little practical 
consequence, however, and they only 
ultimately ended up missing the brief 
question-and-answer period between the 
Lone voices of dissent: Christopher Sleightholme votes "no" 
DSU and the audience, and very little 
relevant information. 
Presenters describe state of the 
union's finances 
The bulk of the meeting 
consisted of routine presentations. As 
an incorporated student union under the 
Society Act of British Columbia, the 
DSU is legally required to use its AGMs 
as an official forum to make public most 
of its official transactions concluded over 
the course of the last year. 
The 2007 AGM was uniquely 
relevant in this regard, however, because 
of the DSU's current state of court-
ordered receivership. For several years 
the Student Union has failed to produce 
complete financial audits of its operations, 
and legal complications over this matter 
are what resulted in the BC Supreme 
Court's imposition of receivership status 
in early 2007. Over the last year the last 
two outstanding audits (2004-2005 and 
2005-2006) were finally completed, 
meaning the 2007 AGM would play a 
key role in the conclusion of this lengthy 
saga. 
The DSU's auditor, Calvin 
Tompkins, presented the two completed 
documents before the audience, briefly 
detailing their contents. He noted that 
although his firm was able to complete 
the DSU's 2005-2006 audit largely 
without problem, the 2004-2005 audit 
was far more troubling. Reading aloud 
from the cover page from his 2004-2005 
auditor's report, Tompkins declared that 
during the period in question, the DSU 
suffered from "serious deficiencies in 
internal controls over cash sales from the 
Union's store, transit pass, photocopy, 
and other revenues," making it difficult 
for his firm to accurately verify many 
of the DSU's financial transactions 
that occurred. He likewise noted that 
the premature departure of the DSU's 
former staff financial coordinator, Joey 
Hansen, made his job quite difficult, as 
with Hansen gone there were "no other 
staff members or Union representatives 
familiar with the transactions of the 
Union" to assist his research. 
Tompkins concluded by 
reporting that his firm was "unable 
to express an opinion whether these 
financial statements are presented fairly 
in accordance with Canadian generally 
accepted accounting principles." This 
conclusion could complicate matters, as 
there has been some debate between the 
DSU and the College administration as to 
whether or not an audit completed with 
qualifications constitutes a sufficiently 
"completed" audit. Regardless, both 
audits were ultimately approved easily 
by the audience. 
A second, similar presentation 
on the state of the DSU's finances was then 
given by Marne Jensen, the DSU's court-
appointed receiver-manager. Jensen gave 
a brief summary of the activities she had 
been involved in since her January 2007 
appointment, including the creation of 
a new, more modest DSU budget, the 
sale of the DSU's 8th Street building, and 
the finalization of the dismissal of Joey 
Hansen. Acknowledging that the DSU 
had engaged in problematic financial 
activities in the past, Jensen spoke 
proudly of the achievements of her term 
in office thus far, and expressed optimism 
in the DSU's economic future. 
"Overdue" fee increase pushed 
through to help improve campus 
sports, fitness 
The main draw of the evening 
came near the end of the AGM, when the 
much-anticipated proposal to raise the 
"Activity and Intramural Fee" from $5.50 
to $30 per semester was put forward. The 
fee is one of several expenses charged to 
all students as part of their enrolment 
costs. 
Douglas College Athletic 
Director Lou Rene Legge took central 
stage to make an impassione~ plea for 
the increase, noting that the college's 
athletics department has been operating 
on a $5.50 per student allowance for 
nearly 13 continuous years. She portrayed 
the increase as way to bring more sports 
and recreational activities to the college, 
including an expansion of existing PE 
facilities, restored intramural activities, 
and gym improvement. Promising that 
all athletic services at Douglas will 
henceforth "either be free or subsidized," 
she described the raise as a good deal 
that was "long overdue." Her remarks 
garnered enthusiastic cheers from the 
athlete-dominated audience. 
At present, the Douglas College 
Activity and Intramural fee is formally 
paid to the DSU, but is automatically 
distributed to the College's athletics 
department, in what both sides admit is a 
largely anachronistic relationship. 
"If we had to make an athletic 
fund today, it wouldn't be done this way" 
saidAGM chair Dustin Grof, noting that 
the DSU has no authority over how ,the 
fee is spent, and simply redistributes the 
money in accordance with a longstanding 
agreement with the athletics department. 
Though studentfe~ increases are 
usually only approved through College-
wide student referendums, Grof also 
argued that in this case, a referendum 
would not be necessary. 
"A referendum is basically 
a way t~ force the college to ·agree to 
something," he said, arguing that since 
the college was already in favour of the 
increase to the Activity and Intramural 
fee, there was no need to have a 
referendum for this purpose. 
When the question was called, 
nearly every hand in the audience shot 
up in support, followed by more cheers 
when the motion was declared passed. 
For most students, this approval 
will mean an increase of $60 in student 
fees per year, assuming a student is 
enrolled for two semesters. Lou Legge 
did note, however, that the College will 
allow for disinterested students to "opt 
out," and regain this money if they do 
not intend to utilize any of the services 
or equipment offered by the Sports, 
almost every motion put forward, in 
particular, both Wolfe and Sleightholme 
made repeated efforts to ask the board 
and Jensen about what new "financial 
controls" had been implemented in the 
receivership period to prevent further 
abuses or mismanagement of DSU 
funds . DSU treasurer Roohafza Rahimi 
responded by saying that the DSU board 
was now trying to limit cash-based 
transactions as much as possible in its 
services, and that a "paper trail" is now 
being strictly enforced to ensure all such 
transactions are well documented. 
Recreation, and Wellness department. 
Former directors question 
proceedings 
Though most of the AGM's 
votes were passed easily without much 
discussion, throughout the meeting, 
two dissident voices were repeatedly 
heard. Sitting together, two former 
members of the DSU board of directors, 
Christopher Sleightholme and Nathaniel 
Wolfe, who both served as DSU Pride 
Liaison, repeatedly rose to offer strong 
questions and criticisms of the event's 
proceedings. 
Over the last few months, both 
men have emerged as active critics of the 
current DSU administration, especially 
receiver-manager Marne Jensen, who 
they have accused of being too secretive 
and unaccountable in her management 
of DSU finances. 
Though the two spoke to 
Another query, asking how 
much in total Marne Jensen and her 
assistants have been paid during the 
course of the receivership went largely 
unanswered, with Jensen saying that she 
did not "have the numbers off the top of . 
my head." 
Though Wolfeand Sleightholme 
rarely seemed impre$Sed by the answers 
they received, as the meeting progressed, 
it became clear that the crowd was 
growing increasingly hostile towards the 
two, and their questions soon became 
drowned out by loud jeers and teasing. 
Continued on Page 7 
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News 
Kwantlen Motion to Shame Canadian 
Federation of Students Falls Apart at 
Annual Meeting 
Motion would have censured CFS for role in 2005-2006 Douglas scandal 
By J.J. McCullough, Editor in Chief 
An attempt by the K wantlen 
University College students' union 
to publicly embarrass the Canadian 
Federation of Students (CFS) over the 
federation 's purported role in the 2005-
2006 financial scandal at the Douglas 
Students ' Union failed to achieve its 
intended result last week. After a series 
of hardships, two severely watered-
down versions of a motion that sought 
to condemn the recent history of CPS-
Douglas relations were defeated by a 
vote of CFS delegates at the federation's 
annual general meeting. 
As first reported in The 
Other Press in October, the K wantlen 
Students Association had proposed a 
lengthy motion for the annual general 
meeting of the Canadian Federation 
of Students which sharply criticized 
the CFS for "propping up the Douglas 
Students ' Union when it was grossly 
mismanaged." 
Offering a thorough timeline 
of events, the nearly 40-clause motion 
described the controversial circumstances 
in which the CFS' BC branch made a 
$200,000 loan to the Douglas student 
union at a time when the organization's 
regular funding had been suspended by 
the administration of Douglas College. 
In response, the motion called for the 
censuring of the entire CFS national 
executive, as well as the implementation 
of new accountability reforms to force 
CFS executives to henceforth provide 
written justification for any future loans 
of over $1 ,000. 
Though the KSA, which is 
dominated by individuals deeply critical 
of the CFS, had admitted that they did 
not believe their motion was likely to 
pass, officials within the student union 
had expressed hope that their lengthy 
motion would at least go "on the record" 
at the CFS national meeting, and thus 
embarrass the CFS simply by being 
included on the agenda and debated. 
This did not end up happening, 
however. According to a KSA press 
release, in the weeks leading up to the 
CFS general meeting-which was held 
from November 20 to 25 in Gatineau, 
Quebec-much of the KSA's motion 
ended up being severely edited by CFS 
president Amanda Aziz, who ruled 
much of the resolution "out of order" for 
containing "false statements." 
After the edits, the ensuing 
approved motion was vastly shorter, 
with the entire lengthy timeline removed. 
Only the two main actionable items-the 
request to censure the CFS executive and 
the accountability reforms- remained, 
now in the form of two separate 
motions. 
At the opening plenary session 
of the CFS Gatineau meeting, the censure 
half of the KSA motion ended up being 
quick! y voted down after certain dele gates 
successfully moved for the resolution 
to be "removed from consideration." 
In parliamentary protocol, a motion to 
"remove from consideration" is one 
of the quickest mechanisms to defeat 
an issue without further discussion, as 
it suggests that the very issue itself is 
inappropriate to discuss. 
The second half of the original 
motion made it farther in the legislative 
cycle, but was still ultimately voted 
down at the final approval stage. Once 
again, however, discussion was evidently 
quite brief; a single KSA speaker spoke 
in favour, after which the issue was put 
to an immediate vote, which was then 
defeated. 
Titus Gregory, a noted anti-CFS activist 
who is also a staff member at the 
Kwantlen Student Association, said 
that the results of the outcome of the 
meeting "sadly" did not surprise him. 
"It is not surprising that the 
federation would dismiss controversial 
motions without due consideration or 
debate," he said. Gregory authored 
much of the original resolution himself, 
and strongly criticized the way in which 
the CFS ultimately edited his motion. 
Without the proper context presented 
by the background story of the original 
resolution, he argued that no one at the 
meeting could properly understand why 
his organization's censure and reform 
proposals were necessary. 
The Douglas ' Students Union, 
for their part, voiced early objections 
to the KSA motion well before the CFS 
meeting. Back when the resolution was 
still in the planning stage, the DSU 
board voted unanimously to denounce 
the proposal, arguing it was needlessly 
embarrassing to their organization, and 
too critical towards the CFS. 
Giant Ecstasy Shipment Stopped 
By Garth McLennan, News Editor 
0 n Saturday, November 23, at around 
6:00 PM, Jamie Alphonse Cadorette 
was arrested at the Canadian-American 
Peace Arch border crossing after it was 
discovered that he was trying to smuggle 
an astounding 93,000 ecstasy tablets. 
The 93,000 pills weighed over 16 
kilograms, or 35 pounds, and had a street 
value estimated at $1.4 million. 
The pills were exposed after 
Cadorette's 1986 Honda Civic was 
searched at the border. Cadorette, a 20-
year-old British Columbian, and two 
other men, Brian John Coli , 29, and 
Anthony Kwan Drawhorn, 42, both of 
whom were arrested with Cadorette, 
appeared in US District Court on 
Monday, November 26 in Seattle. Both 
Coli and Drawhorn are Americans from 
Los Angeles, California. 
US customs and border protection 
reported that the ecstasy capsules were 
located in a speaker in the rear end of the 
vehicle. 
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Students Vent Transit Woes at 
DSU/CFS meeting 
By Garth McLennan, News Editor 
On Thursday, November 
29, a group of students gathered at 
the Douglas Student Union recreation 
room to share grievances with the state 
of public transit today. The event was 
part of the touring "We Ride" public 
transportation consultation campaign, 
hosted by the Canadian Federation of 
Students. 
Among the many complaints 
heard, many students felt that the buses 
on the roads today are too overcrowded, 
too hot, too expensive, and Jack quality 
overall. Similarly, 
one of the biggest 
concerns 
students 
many 
voiced 
was that a number 
of buses today 
are too often 
late and far too 
expensive for 
the services they 
provide. Students 
argued that due 
to a lack of buses 
on the streets, 
it has become 
impossible for 
many of them to 
even see a seat 
if they manage 
to squeeze their 
way onto a 
bus, much less 
actually get an opportunity to sit down. 
In extreme cases, on the busiest routes 
of Vancouver, the buses may even reach 
their capacity, making it extremely 
difficult for commuters to reach work 
or school on time. This means that if the 
buses are even the slightest bit late, in 
most cases, the rider is going to be late 
for their destination. 
Another problem voiced by 
the SkyTrain and bus commuters was 
that the vehicles were heavily impacted 
by bad weather. Both SkyTrain and bus 
alike been known to "freeze up" in the 
middle of a route or on a track line. Many 
felt that a pubic transit system based in 
a country with a wintry climate such as 
Canada should not have weather-related 
problems, and that public transportation 
vehicles should be equipped to better 
handle harsh conditions. 
On a related topic, most of the 
riders were of the opinion that the heat 
becomes nearly unbearable when riding 
a skytrain or bus, even during the winter. 
Because the bus drivers want to stay 
warm and comfortable, they wear shorts 
and a t-shirt during the winter months, 
figuring that they will stay warm by 
blasting the heater. While the students 
who attended the meeting felt that drivers 
do indeed have a right to be comfortable, 
it shouldn't be at the expense of the 
riders, who come into a blazing hot bus 
after the blistering cold outside. It has 
even become a safety issue, and several 
people have fainted from dizziness 
caused by extreme heat on buses. 
Bus schedules were also 
brought up at the meeting. Many bus 
times are posted at bus stops, but students 
complained they were seldom correct or 
up to date. In many cases, the schedules 
are often completely wrong, but there 
is no way of informing prospective 
passengers if they have just missed the 
bus or when it will next arrive. 
One person had an interesting 
solution to that problem. He 
recommended that all buses be outfitted 
with a GPS tracking device that would 
be able to pinpoint how far away the bus 
was from each station. He said that this 
would properly let people know when 
their bus would truly arrive, and that if 
people could watch the approach of the 
bus, and know that it is indeed corning, 
ridership of public transit would be 
increased. 
The cleanliness of SkyTrain 
stations was also a perceived to be an 
issue. Students found it unwelcorning to 
walk into a filthy, grungy Sky Train station 
at any time of day, Jet alone during the 
middle of the night, when many people 
get off work. Individuals that smoked at 
SkyTrain and bus stations also bothered 
some people at the meeting. Some were 
infuriated by having to inhale second 
hand smoke and the stench of a cigarette 
while they waited at a busy station. 
Judging from the event, these 
are a few of the problems students have 
today with BC 's transit system. If you 
have an issue or difficulty with the public 
transportation system, students are 
encouraged to bring it up with the DSU, 
who, along with the CFS, have instituted 
the "We Ride" program to allow students 
to voice their concerns with the state of 
transportation affairs today. 
Student Union General Meeting of 2007 
Continued from Page 5 
Future of DSU's receivership 
status remains hazy, despite 
progress 
Perhaps Wolfe's most significant 
question came near the meeting's end, 
when he openly asked Marne Jensen 
when the DSU's receivership status 
was expected to conclude. Previously, 
the AGM's approval of the DSU's two 
outstanding audits was expected to be 
one of the last major hurdles to clear 
in this regard, but Jensen replied by 
saying the matter may still have some 
other challenges ahead. She noted that 
even with the audits approved, it is still 
unclear precisely what the DSU will have 
to do to meet the BC Supreme Court's 
standard of full compliance. 
Receiver manager Marne Jensen 
(right) sits with College VPs 
The Supreme Court's original 
order, which The Other Press could not 
obtain, evidently declared that the DSU's 
receivership would be revoked upon 
completion of the outstanding audits 
and a return to financial competence. 
Jensen noted that such language could be 
"interpreted in a lot of different ways," 
suggesting that in particular the College 
administration- one of the parties in the 
lawsuit that imposed the receivership-
has suggested that they do not believe 
that an "audit with qualifications" 
constitutes a completed audit. DSU 
College Relations Coordinator Matthew 
Steinbach likewise suggested that the 
DSU may need to hire a permanent 
financial staffer, which they lack at 
present, in order to meet the Court's 
standards of compliance. 
"In corning weeks the DSU rep 
committee will make a decision on how 
to proceed," Jensen concluded. 
Overall, a modest agenda 
The meeting's adjournment, 
which came around 6:30, garnered the 
loudest cheers of all. 
It was, overall, a modest AGM, 
in which few genuinely substantial 
decisions were made-aside from the 
fee increase. No replacements were 
appointed for the 
DSU's two vacant 
board seats, and 
although the fee 
increase technically 
College athletics director Lou Legge listens as 
AGM chair Dustin Groff speaks 
came in the form 
of a constitutional 
amendment, there 
were no other 
significant changes 
made to the union's 
bylaws. 
In previous 
discussions with 
The Other Press, 
DSU officials had 
appeared somewhat 
unclear if new DSU 
board members 
could be approved 
via an annual general 
meeting. According to coordinator 
Matthew Steinbach, however, upon closer 
examination of the society's bylaws it 
was later determined that replacements 
can only be appointed through a student 
union by-election. 
Steinbach similarly stated that 
no constitutional reforms were placed on 
theAGM agenda because the DSU board 
has recently decided to draft an entirely 
new constitution altogether, a process 
which may take significant time. 
"We've never really done 
this before, so an exact time frame is 
impossible to give," he said, noting 
that the draft of the new constitution is 
still making its way through the DSU's 
Policy and Bylaws Committee, and will 
then have to undergo the legal scrutiny 
of the student union's lawyer. "Maybe it 
will be done by the next AGM, maybe 
not. We could need even more time." 
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Harper Government Unveils 
Historic New Drug Laws 
By Garth McLennan, News Editor 
O n November 20, Prime Minister 
Steven Harper's Conservative 
government proposed groundbreaking 
legislation that will impose mandatory 
sentences on a variety of drug crimes. 
The new laws include an 
unavoidable one-year jail sentence 
for drug dealing with possession of a 
weapon, or dealing drugs as an agent for 
organized crime. A two-year prison term 
will be handed down for dealing cocaine, 
heroin or metharnphetarnines to minors, 
as well as dealing them at or around 
school or place commonly attended by 
minors. A compulsory six-month stay is 
will be the new punishment for growing 
one or more pot plants with the intention 
of selling and distributing the weed, 
while a mandatory two-year prison 
sentence will face individuals convicted 
of operating a pot grow-op containing 
minimum of 500 plants. Similarly, the 
maximum penalties for cannabis related 
crimes will increase from seven to 14 
years. 
However, while the new laws 
do indeed toughen up drug penalties, the 
Conservatives have put forward a section 
in their new legislation allowing for the 
exemption of certain convicts under 
the stipulation that they complete court 
sponsored drug treatment programs. 
Currently, there are no set prison 
terms outlined for those convicted by 
the terms of the act. It is up to Canada's 
judges to decide the best punishment 
through a case-by-case system. The new 
alterations in the Canadian Controlled 
Drugs and Substances Act are designed 
to eliminate those at the base of the 
present, massive drug business plaguing 
provinces across Canada. 
Steven Harper and his 
government have promoted the new 
legislation as their way of keeping a 
campaign promise to "harden up" on 
crime, and the anticipated changes to 
the drugs and substances act are the 
latest measure in the Conservatives 
crusade against the country's powerful 
and profitable drug industry. Harper and 
his Conservative administration have 
previously introduced bills cracking 
down on repeat and violent offenders, 
and another set of new laws have been 
constructed in order to keep suspected 
youth criminals in prison until their trial 
date. 
Predictably, there has already 
been strong opposition to the newly 
introduced drug laws. Critics have 
claimed that the new rules will imprison 
up to 700 new inmates per year, 
something that the already overloaded 
Canadian penitentiary system will have 
great difficulty coping with. Also, it 
has been said that the cost of housing 
hundreds of new prisoners per year will 
lead to an increase in the funds paid to 
the government by taxpayers. 
"We're going to spend a lot 
more money putting people in jail, 
which doesn't make any sense, because 
[marijuana] is a whole lot less dangerous 
than alcohol or tobacco." says SFU 
professor Neil Boyd. 
Criminal attorney Eugene 
Oscapella from the University of Ottawa 
is convinced that cleaning up the minor 
street dealers through the new legislation 
will only increase the surging profitability 
of Canadian organized crime. He says 
that with lesser competition wiped or 
pushed out, organized crime groups 
could form monopolies on the drug trade 
and drastically raise prices. 
"Tougher penalties for people 
who produce and traffic drugs will 
only scare the mom and pop producers, 
and organized crime will fill the gap. 
Organized crime doesn't care about the 
law. With these changes, this government 
is doing a service for organized crime." 
A Year of Acomplishments at the 
Student Union 
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Dear Members, 
Greetings from the Representative 
Committee of the Douglas Students' 
Union! It is our hope that, as this 
semester winds down, this letter finds 
you all happy, healthy and ready for 
exams. 
Tins fall has been a successful 
one for our union. In addition to 
continuingourcampaignsandadvocacy 
work, and services like the ISIC card, 
student handbook, and health and dental 
plan, the Douglas Students' Union bas 
hosted a number of great social events 
for students. We have held free pancake 
breakfasts, movie nights, Ba~es of 
the Bands, a radio broadcast, rontests 
and giveaways, and even a good old-
fashioned Halloween Pub Night. We 
have organized free workshops and 
seminars on issues like climate change 
and issues facing women students. 
These events have been successful in 
engendering a renewed interest in the 
DSU, encouraging more and more 
students to get involved with your 
union. 
We have also been working 
bard to rebuild your confidence in 
the DSU. We are proud to announce 
that we are finally up to date with 
our financial audits, and that our 
fiscal situation is better than it bas 
been in a long time, thanks to bard 
work. and the implementation of strict 
financial rontrols. The Representative 
Committee is committed to rontinuing 
this important wort. 
We have also made a 
concerted effort to make stronger 
links with like-minded external 
organizations. We have been working 
bard to reestablish a productive and 
mutually respectful relationship with 
the Douglas College administration, 
and have used this opportunity to push 
for new and improved transit services 
for Douglas students such as the U-
Pass, a New Westminster-David Lam 
express bus and the completion of 
the Evergreen Une. This week, the 
Canadian Federation of Students held 
a consultation session in the DSU 
Lounge to give Douglas students an 
opportunity to tell their transit stories, 
voice their concerns about and desires 
for transit, and talk about solutions to 
these problems. The material resulting 
from this will be compiled in a report 
that will be presented to the both levels 
of government-and to TransLink-in 
early spring. 
As we survey the road ahead, 
we can look back in pride about what 
we have accomplished this year. 
With yet another busy semester on its 
way ahead, it's certain that more and 
better events, campaigns, and services 
are yet to come. We encourage all of 
you to get involved in your Students' 
Union-come by the office, or visit 
www.cfslocall8.ca to find out bow. 
Happy holidays, 
The Douglas Students' Union 
Representative Committee 
Campus Happenings 
By Laura Kelsey, Staff Photographer 
Baking for Bucks: The Student Marketing Society held a bake sale at 
the New West campus last week as part of a fundraising effort. 
Here we see Chris, Samantha, and Shane preside over another satis-
fied customer. 
New Menu! New Management! 
The Douglas Students' Union held a "Novemberfest" pub night on 
November 29 that drew impressive crowds. Along with food and liquor, 
the event featured an array of live musical talent. 
Pictured here, drummer Jay of the band Static. 
Renos under way now Free WiFi 
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The Athletics Fee Increase: 
Laura Kelsey 
drsexysex@yahoo.ca 
~-§.!!od Idea Achieved the Wrong Way 
Tuition fees are going up ten-fold? 
That's money well spent manl Hut Hut Hut! 
At the recent Douglas Student 
Union annual general meeting, a new 
plan was unveiled to increase the athletic 
fees for every student attending Douglas 
College. The new fee augmentation will 
raise the cost for students from $5.50 to 
$30 per semester. 
Oddly, the auditorium where 
the meeting was being held was jam-
packed with students; however, virtually 
all of them were students participating in 
courses offered by the College's athletics 
department. This was quite surprising 
for me, as student government meetings, 
especially ones such as this one-where 
the majority of the discussions would be 
devoted to the DSU's 
multiple audits 
and receivership 
situation-aren't 
exactly the most 
popular events for 
students. It didn't 
exactly promise to 
be the most action-
packed event in the 
world. 
Now here's 
the thing. I don 't 
disagree with the fee 
increase at all. In fact, 
I think it's a great idea. 
It will help provide 
increased funding for 
recreation programs 
aimed to enhance the 
lives of students here 
at the college. It could even bring back 
intramural sports, although that may still 
be a ways away as the gyms are booked 
solid for the foreseeable future. 
The student athletic fee hasn't 
been increased for 13 years. Douglas 
College has been kind enough to cover 
the increasing cost of living differentials 
by making up the difference without 
charging the students of the college more 
money. However, Douglas doesn't want 
to do that anymore. No problem, if fact, 
it's probably time that the students started 
paying more anyways. 
The only problem I have with 
the whole fee increase thing is that the 
all of the kids that voted it through were 
mandated to be there. The reason is because 
the athletics department didn't want to see 
the college lose any recreational programs 
that the establishment wouldn't cover the 
excess cost of any more. So they told their 
students, who, as athletes, would have the 
most to gain by voting for the fee increase, 
that they had to be at the meeting to vote. 
Needless to say, the vote was a landslide 
in favor of increasing the fees. 
While technically they didn't 
break any official rules, what they did 
wasn't right. They manipulated the 
student voting process. No other set of 
students was mandated to be there. Plus, 
lots and lots of the students clearly didn't 
want to be there. I saw over ten students 
asleep, with almost as many playing 
handheld video games. The girls sitting 
beside me against the wall kept muttering 
about why they had to be there and how 
they looked forward to leaving. The 
crowd voted through every motion that 
was passed and groaned loudly whenever 
someone rose to ask a question. 
I can see why the athletics 
department did what they did. However, 
the fact that they didn't want to see any 
programs lost doesn't give them the right 
to influence the student body's democratic 
process the way they did. If that many 
students did in fact want to be there, then 
no problem, but these ones didn't. They 
were forced to be there. The decision 
was stacked since only the students that 
were the most likely to vote through the 
vs. 
proposed fee increase were mandated to 
attend the meeting. 
Fortunately for the students 
who don't want to pay the increased fee, 
there is an opt-out option available to all 
of them, where they can withdraw from 
having to pay extra money, but then face 
the drawback of becoming ineligible for 
any of the college's athletic programs. 
What the athletics department 
should have done was what Shaw cable 
did a few years ago. A while back, Shaw 
imposed a three dollar fee on everyone, 
but anyone who didn't want to pay it 
could call in and become exempt from it. 
Almost everyone called in and the fee was 
eventually cancelled. That is what should 
have happened here. Instead of an opt-out 
for students, the college should have made 
an opt-in. Students who want to participate 
in the school's sports programs could pay 
the additional money, while students who 
don't want to wouldn't have to. This way, 
students who didn't hear about the fee 
increase wouldn't have anything to worry 
about. 
It is a tough position for me 
because I support the idea, and I'll 
certainly pay extra. What I don't support 
or condone was how it was carried out. 
I have tremendous respect and a high 
regard for all of the athletics teachers at 
Douglas College. I just don't agree with 
what they did here. 
March for a Cause, not a Claus 
Laura 
Kelsey 
opinions editor 
Public events can unify residents 
of a community, which may give them 
a deeper respect for their neighbours, 
and creating fun events for children is 
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always very important. But in an age of 
acute environmental awareness, needless 
parades seem archaic. The waste and 
greenhouse gases created give parades a 
dinosaur-sized carbon footprint. 
Christmas parades, in particular, 
are the epitome of Western civilization's 
gluttonous lifestyle, and it is time 
people rethought their expectations of 
entertainment. Parades laugh in the face 
of nature and poverty. Granted, food 
was collected at the recent Santa Claus 
Parade, but that seemed an afterthought 
to the real priority-advertisement. 
Organize a parade for a hero, 
or a cause-not floats with Dora the 
Explorer. Parades are just another 
chance for corporations to promote 
their products. Christmas is the biggest 
consumer scam of all time, and events 
that promote it just exemplify greed. 
While 300,000 people came 
out for the Rogers Christmas Parade 
on November 20, only a small fraction 
of that showed to the Vancouver 
Remembrance Day ceremonies on the 
11th. Entertainment is the only thing 
worth rallying for in Canada, it seems. 
Hundreds of Buddhist monks 
marched down Burma streets in 
September, risking their lives in a reach 
for democracy. In contrast, the west only 
unify when it's time to see Santa on his 
greenhouse gas-spewing float. 
Parades are either the ultimate 
show-off or the ultimate embarrassment 
to the western countries. Roads are 
blocked, cars are detoured through longer 
routes, and huge amounts of garbage are 
created, not for a cause- but for Santa 
Claus. 
By Kelly Christie 
Plato once said, "the greatest wealth 
is to live content with little." Is that why 
we' re such a miserable bunch here in 
North America? With the Christmas 
break just around the comer, marketing 
departments and advertising companies 
have really upped the ante. Diamonds are 
more iridescent, tools more ergonomic, 
and toys ... well they're more versatile 
with more moving parts than children 
themselves. 
With our dollar soaring, it seems 
that Canadians of the 21" century need 
more than ever. Eight year olds need 
cell phones; teens need Xboxes, PSPs, 
PS3s and Wiis; and adults need HDTV, 
-
DVDs, PCs, MP3s and numerous other 
abbreviated frivolities . 
When my parents asked me 
what I wanted for Christmas this year, I 
was able to think of a few menial items 
to tack to their refrigerator shopping list. 
When my mother asked me what I needed 
the most, my list diminished significantly. 
In fact, it became nonexistent. I could 
not think of one thing that I truly needed. 
Not one item was of crucial importance 
to either my academic success, or my 
mundane day-to-day living. There I 
was, dreaming up things, creating a list 
of gluttonous overindulgences to satisfy 
the need for holiday consumption. I was 
appalled at myself. Has this culture, based 
on momentary gratification, become so 
all-consuming that even those opposed to 
it cannot escape its absurd demands? It's 
more than a little frightening. 
Spending the summer in Africa 
gave me more than just culture shock 
and a tan; it gave me some wicked 
perspective. I think that coming from 
an economically stable country, I was 
incredibly surprised that people who had 
nothing could be so ... happy. These are 
people that I had pitied for not having the 
means to own SUV s and mountain bikes 
and the glorious microwavable delights 
that are so abundant in the first world. 
But these people, who lived in the dirt 
and had never seen a digital camera, were 
more contented with their lives and more 
giving than most of us on our best days, 
here in BC. Not that poverty is something 
to be minimized, but perhaps we need to 
ask a new question: is materialism really 
how we want to define the validation of 
our lives? 
If the season is truly about 
giving, why not donate time and energy 
to those in need? As corny as it sounds, 
we have become a society of money-
grubbing "uberconsumers" who have 
forgotten how to really give. Our idea of 
selfless generosity is taking a jaunt to the 
local mall and filling shopping bag after 
shopping bag with cheap, useless, plastic 
crap. Then we take it home, complain 
about the hassle of wrapping it all up-
don't even get me started on the waste of 
paper-and then we distribute this junk 
Miga-chu, I Choose You ... 
As the 2010 Mascot 
By Laura Kelsey, Opinions Editor 
Everyone say nee how to the official 
mascots of the Vancouver 2010 Olympic 
Games! 
Almost immediately after their 
unveiling on the morning of November 
27, Internet message boards flooded 
with mixed reactions to the three new 
characters. But by saying mixed, it is 
meant that the response was negative with 
a very light sprinkling of praise. 
These new mascots look more 
like Asian cartoon characters than 
West Coast icons. The fact that they are 
not concrete animals, just imaginary 
creatures, reflects the ongoing theme of 
2010's unrealistic goals and confused 
outlook. Surni (an animal spirit) is a 
horrible rip-off of Haida culture; Quatchi 
(a sasquatch) looks like a cross between 
the Kokanee spokesfoot and Barney 
Gumble from the Simpsons; and Miga (a 
sea bear) looks like the result of a panda 
bear and cat mating gone awry. 
Two of the creatures, Surni and 
Miga, can transform. Is the "transforming 
creatures" idea just a grab for more dough? 
("Well, you've got the bear-form of Miga, 
but what about the whale-form? Gotta 
collect 'em all!") Or was it that VANOC 
just couldn't make up their minds about 
which animal to exploit? 
The selection for the official 
mascot can be difficult. The chosen 
creature has to be able to participate in 
all of the Olympic and Paralympic sports. 
It also must be appealing to children-as 
kids are the biggest market for the mascots 
in toys and apparel. This explains why a 
salmon was not the best candidate, as fish 
would only be able to participate in the 
Paralympic sports due to the fact they do 
not have two legs. Anything edible was 
also not a good choice, because whichever 
meat market the mascot reflected might 
take a financial hit since children would 
protest to eating "Sammy the Olympic 
Salmon" or "Venison the Olympic 
Fawn." 
A trip to the 2010's mascot 
website offers a more thorough 
introduction to the three freaks of nature, 
and passing a cursor over their pictures 
reveals the distinct voices of each. Surni 
sounds like he is excitedly discussing 
VANOC's habit of legally pursuing small 
businesses in Vancouver (Sue me!!), 
Quatchi repeats his name in a voice 
vaguely reminiscent of Ludo from the 
movie Labyrinth, and Miga is a blatant 
rip-off of Pikachu from Pokemon. 
Internet polls suggested the 
"spirit bear" was a popular favourite 
amongst the public, along with the killer 
whale, harbour seal, and raven. 
The two previous Canadian 
Olympic mascots were Amik the Beaver 
(1976, Montreal), which looked like a 
turd on a stick, and the brother and sister 
bear team of Hidy and Howdy (1988, 
Calgary), who probably hindered the 
Spirit Bear's chance at becoming the 
mascot of Vancouver. 
The Olympics are a venue for 
sport, but they are also an excellent place 
while patting ourselves on the back for 
how happy we have made those around 
us. Our gift-giving is as thoughtless as our 
blind need for receiving. 
What if this Christmas we 
all decided to give our time to the 
community, or our money to charity? 
Committing a random act of kindness 
yields more honest gratification than the 
giving away of 20 plastic blenders. Isn't 
it giving what it's all about? I am deeply 
saddened by the degree to which we value 
things over people. It seems that with 
every passing year, the demand to create 
demand grows exponentially, while 
the personal reflection that comes with 
spending quality time with loved ones 
gets increasingly lost in the fray. 
That is why I will be spending 
this Christmas without presents and 
ribbons and paper and bows. I will be 
vacationing with my family, far from 
the crowded shopping malls and endless 
commercials that yell loudly the slogans 
of interest-free credit and no money down. 
I challenge you all to do the same. Forego 
the mindless buying and do something 
truly good this Christmas. Spend time 
with family, and engage in activities that 
truly warm your heart and bring you 
closer, in the giving spirit of the season. If 
you feel the need to spend, spend, spend 
this Christmas, why not consider donating 
to a charity in someone's name? I'm sure 
Oxfam would be able to put that money to 
better use than that friend who just can't 
live without that new stereo system. 
to showcase national and international 
issues. VANOC had the chance to present 
a mascot that could make a strong 
statement, but they seem to have enough 
controversy on their plate. An Inukshuk 
holding a club and a dead seal would have 
been a good representation of Canadian 
life. Drawing from current events, 
"Timmy the Taser" could've been the 
new mascot to greet foreign guests at the 
airport. Other more valid representations 
of West Coast life include: 
• "Hastings the Hobo" 
• "Jimmy the Needle" 
• "Pokey the Pine Beetle" 
• "Ricky the Rice Wine" 
• "Peter MacKay the Dog" 
• "Emerson the Defective MP" 
• "Bobby the Bedbug" 
Whatever people think about 
the choice, everyone can breathe a sigh 
of relief with the discovery that VANOC 
did not go the Power Rangers route that 
Beijing 2008 did-or did they? (Miga 
could be Jingjing the Panda's sister.) But 
unlike Vancouver, Beijing did choose 
animals-fish, panda, antelope and 
swallow-that are edible-probably 
because trying to find an animal the 
Chinese don't eat would prove far too 
challenging. They even added Haunhaun, 
a "child of fire," for easy accessible 
cooking of the other mascots. 
So, like them or hate them, get 
ready for another two years of Surni, 
Quatchi, and Miga bombardment. Don't 
worry; they are only out to kill you-with 
love. 
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Being Human is Still 
.Glorious 
By Laura Kelsey, Opinions Editor 
Humans have been taking a lot of 
flack lately. We are blaming ourselves 
for soiling our own nest, polluting our 
only home-destroying the planet Earth. 
But humans are the ultimate example of 
nature corrupting nature. 
Humans are still a part of nature, 
and nature is the most glorious entity 
possible. Nature, in whichever way 
you view it, creates the most beautiful, 
incredible things, like waterfalls, flowers, 
eagles-and humans. 
To turn against humans is to 
turn against nature. All creatures deserve 
equal chance on this planet, but it does not 
mean that other creatures have to realize 
this fact. Predatory animals will hunt until 
their prey is decimated, without guilt-all 
for the sake of self-preservation. But in 
doing so, the predator does not realize that 
it is hunting itself into extinction. Nothing 
is immune to fault, and this is the fault 
of Nature, and a fate that humans have 
shared. 
Evolution has granted us the 
means to destroy our creator-but who 
the most aesthetically pleasing way they 
could on. the walls of their caves. As our 
current waste and wars pile up around the 
world, humans are still trying to express 
their creativity in ways that make up for 
the ugliness of our polluting habits. 
Humans have evolved so much 
that they no longer have to be in the same 
vicinity to kill one another. We have 
tamed other creatures and made them 
our slaves. We have developed ways 
of communicating over vast distances 
without getting out of our luxurious 
homes. We are amazing. 
Nature is a cruel place, and 
humans have obviously not escaped 
this reality. We may be mortal gods, but 
Nature is the one real law we must obey. 
We can try and overcome its ways, but in 
doing so we will only destroy ourselves. 
The world may be our oyster, and ours to 
destroy, but we, as a part of nature, will 
perish with our achievement. 
Have we reached the 
pinnacle of human society? Do our 
rapid advancements correlate with the 
worsening storms, a sign of an impending 
says that if lions ruled 
the world, they wouldn't 
cause even more 
havoc? Our minds have 
developed faster than our 
bodies; we are superior 
minds with bestial 
hearts-these are things 
we cannot control. 
It has been 
said that war is human 
stupidity at its best; but 
uGod is kicking 
himself for giving 
us so many creative 
traits, because we 
have surpassed 
deity status." 
split between nature and 
man, which will result 
in an ultimate battle that 
will destroy all life? No. 
Humans as a race are 
only guilty of naivety. 
We didn't realize how 
much impact we were 
having on our home, 
just as a pack of wolves 
devours the last elk in the 
forest. So that is a fault 
war is also humanity at its most primal. 
Animals have territory just as we have 
borders, except ours are marked with 
concrete walls instead of piss and smell. 
Even the most seemingly complacent of 
creatures will fight to its death to maintain 
its territory, just as millions of people have 
done over human hi tory-so we conquer 
because we can. and we should be proud 
to have lasted this long. 
Some god is kicking himself for 
giving us so many creative traits, because 
we have surpassed deity status-humans 
are now mortal gods. Have you ever seen 
a god portrayed with a Blackberry, or 
anything that seems remotely modem? 
No- because we possess what any god 
could not create, and our creativity and 
curiosity have granted this. 
So, as we have destroyed beauty, 
we have also created it-a sort of beauty 
replacement. Even in primeval ages, 
sub-humans were depicting their kills in 
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of Nature's, not ours. We have survived 
by conquering the world, and that is the 
greatest achievement of all time. 
Anti-human advocates promote 
their views by way of talk, but they 
still continue to reap the rewards of 
being human. Celebrating birthdays, 
relationships, and even breathing are all 
activities that anti-humans should not 
participate in-ifyou are anti-human. you 
better kill yourself fast, because you are 
what you are against, and every moment 
you live is a hypocritical action. To hate 
humans is to hate yourself. 
Every individual human may not 
deserve admiration, but as a race, humans 
deserve respect. We have only done what 
nature has allowed us, and when Nature 
has had enough of its creation, it will let 
us know-unless we destroy Nature first. 
Humanity may be a plague on the Earth, 
but it is a disease the Earth asked for. 
& Dr. Morilyn Fairchild 
Merry Sexxxmas! 
Dear Dr. Sex, 
What are the sexiest gifts I could get my girlfriend this Christmas? I'm a totally 
stumped dude. 
Santa's Little Helper 
Dr. Fairchild: Well, SWEH, it depends on a number of factors, including how 
long you have been with your gal and how adventurous the two of you are. 
Dr. Sex: SWEH, the best gift you can get your gal, if she doesn't already have 
one, is a dildo. A dildo conveniently slides into any stocking, and relieves your 
hands and tongue of the pressure of inducing your girlfriend's orgasms. 
Dr. Fairchild: Yes, a vibrator can be a good gift choice. But some men find sex 
toys intimidating-don't worry, your woman will not replace you with a toy! 
(Even if you are Santa's Little Helper.) But when shopping for one, there are 
certain points to remember. 
Dr. Sex: Yeah-don't get a HUGE fake dick unless your girlfriend is a hoe-hoe-
hoe! 
Dr. Fairchild: Many times men buy their women oversized play toys. Be 
realistic. And consider what type of stimulation your girlfriend prefers when 
deciding on a dildo or a vibrator. And keep an open mind-other toys may be 
just as pleasing. 
Dr. Sex: Like a threesome-the gift that keeps on giving. 
Dr. Fairchild: Dr. Sex, why must I always remind you that women are not 
toys?! 
Dr. Sex: I prefer to do my Christmas shopping online. Fuckingmachines.com 
has some amazing gift ideas. 
Dr. Fairchild: I am thinking it would be hard to cram a fucking machine down 
his girlfriend's chimney! 
Dr. Sex: I think it must be a lot easier to be in a gay relationship-a guy knows 
what another guy wants .. . but that would be more like Santa's Little Fetcher. 
Dr. Fairchild: If you are not ready to get your ga~ a sort of penetrating device, 
try for some playful restraints and lingerie. 
Dr. Sex: Straight from the box to her box, that's the aim of sexy gifts. I love 
giving people my package-Justin Timberlake did it best when he just gave a 
''Dick in a Box··-just as long as it's to your girlfriend and not to your kids. 
Dr. Fairchild: We at SexySex would like to wish everyone a safe and sexy 
holiday season. 
Dr. Sex: Let your biggest gift to your significant others be love and not an STD-
wrap up your gifts as well as your cock. We look forward to your questions in 
2008!! 
Psst ... Did You Hear? 
We Live in a World of Shadenfreude 
By ZinnatAli 
What is it about gossip? What makes 
it so tantalizing that we keep coming 
back for more? Day after day we feed 
our unsated need for sensationalized 
stories with blog updates by Perez Hilton, 
salacious statements from Entertainment 
Tonight, and grocery store tabloids 
screaming scandals from their oversized 
headlines. 
In recent years, gossip has 
become more prevalent in our society 
than ever before. Gossip is reported on 
the nightly news, dominates magazine 
covers, and is the focus of some of the 
most popular websites. Maybe it's the lure 
ofliving vicariously through hard partying 
celebs, or maybe we get off watching the 
psyches of the rich and famous snap under 
our unyielding scrutiny-or maybe we 
just wantto feel better 
about ourselves and 
look to hopelessly 
lost celebrities to up 
our self-esteem. 
T h e 
faces of celebrities 
are plastered 
everywhere we look. 
Conversations at 
water coolers centre 
around an array of 
pantyless starlets 
and analysing the 
latest celeb DUI-related mug shot. We 
are even privy to the activities of the 
rich and famous as they attempt to clean 
themselves up at private rehab clinics. 
With the advances in technology, 
there is a phone and a camcorder in every 
almost cell phone. Information is being 
transmitted throughout the world in a 
matter of seconds. Privacy is on its way to 
becoming a mythical concept. Is anyone 
safe anymore? You can barely turn your 
head without reading about the drunken 
head-shaving antics of Britney Spears, 
or seeing pictures of Lindsay Lohan 
generously sharing her cocaine with her 
closest and most trusted girlfriends. 
People tend to think gossip is 
bringing our society closer. It is something 
we all have an opinion on. It starts 
conversations and promotes interaction. 
It gives us something to bond over and 
to find commonality with others. And if 
that's the case, what does that say about 
us as a species? Now we are bonding over 
the pain, suffering, and humiliation of the 
people who we've put on these pedestals. 
Are our lives so sad that we need gossip 
for entertainment as a diversion of how 
pathetic and boring we have become? Are 
we so pitiful that we need to feed off the 
tragedies of others to make us feel good 
about ourselves? 
But maybe we can't help it? 
How can we turn away when we are being 
pummelled with images ofBritney's birth 
canal, with videos of Kanye West doubled 
over crying over the death of his mother, 
and with secret recordings of Dog the 
Bounty Hunter on a racial tirade? How 
are we supposed to help ourselves if it's 
being set out on silver platters urging us to 
· devour it all? We're gorging ourselves on 
gossip and returning for seconds, thirds, 
and fourths. 
There is a certain breed of 
celebrity who can maintain their privacy. 
With pictures of celeb outings popping up 
on the Internet within minutes of arriving 
at the latest hotspot, it's a virtually 
impossible task. And while we might 
not be privy to the day-to-day activities 
of someone like Mandy Moore, we can 
easily track down Britney Spears, Jessica 
Simpson, Lindsay Lohan and other 
fame mongers. It's obvious that some 
celebs can't function without having all 
the flashbulbs pointed in their direction. 
After all, there's no such thing as bad 
publicity, right? So, while Paris and 
Nicole rant about their lack of privacy 
from the paparazzi, you have to wonder 
why they're complaining while lunching 
at paparazzi stalking ground, The Ivy. 
If celebrities are looking for our 
attention-if they behave outrageously 
to get it-are we just victims, caught in 
their manipulative webs? And if we are 
victims, doesn't that really just mean 
we are simply sheep, easily hypnotized 
and herded into whatever direction they 
choose for us? Is gossip a gateway into an 
awaiting Orwellian future, distracting the 
masses with fictionalized wars between 
Paris and Nicole while Big Brother looks 
on? 
So, what is the truth and how 
do we make sense of it all? Is gossip 
harmless-just a medium to bond over 
and give our fragile self esteems a boost? 
Or is gossip and our addiction to it just 
simple manipulation? Maybe the real 
issue is finding a balance and realizing that 
the more attention we give celebrities, the 
more outrageous their antics will become 
and soon flashes of vajayjays and nipslips 
will seem mild in comparison. Whatever 
the case may be, I'm sure we'll find the 
answer on perezhilton.com. 
Jamaica or Korea? Both have their charms 
Sunny 
Park 
sunny side up 
with all this ice and snow I 
am thinking that Canada may not be the 
country I want to spend the rest of my life 
in. Yes, there are some really hot guys here. 
I met this guy named Ryan, and he makes 
me weak in the kriees! His eyes, the way 
he cooks, the way he fills my heart with 
lusty desire ... Still, I'm debating. I have 
met some super-fine Jamaican people, and 
the music that comes from there is out of 
this world! Then again, I'm Korean, and 
there is much to be said about my home 
country. Let me share my thoughts with 
you. Crank up the reggae, open a bottle of 
Suju, and get in the groove. 
exhausted from their busy city lives think 
Jamaica is the dream country where they 
can take an ideal rest. However, Jamaica 
is not a place that they would choose to 
live because South Korea is still a much 
stronger country than Jamaica in regards 
to economics, health, and education. 
South Korea has a much 
more developed economy than Jamaica, 
as indicated by such things as Gross 
Domestic product (GDP) and GDP 
growth. A nation's GDP is one of the ways 
of measuring the size of its economy. It 
shows how much fine goods the country 
makes, or the quantity of their produced 
goods and services in a given period of 
time. According to the World Almanac 
and Book of Facts 2006, South Korea's 
GDP was $925 billion in 2006, but it 
was only $11 billion in Jamaica. From 
these statistics, South Korea's economy 
was much higher than Jamaica. This 
strong economy has translated into better 
social services and more jobs in Korea. 
In another statistic, GDP growth was 4.6 
percent in South Korea, but it was only 1.9 
percent in Jamaica. South Korea's high 
economic growth comes from its export 
of manufactured goods, while Jamaica's 
poor economic growth shows they have 
serious economic problems. 
Aside from a strong economy, 
South Korea has a better health system 
than Jamaica. According to the Almanac, 
in South Korea the life expectancy for 
males is 73.4 years and 80.6 years for 
females . However, the life expectancy for 
Jamaicans was much lower. In 2006, the 
life expectancy for Jamaican males was 
71.6 years and 75.1 years for Jamaican 
females . South Korean infant mortality 
(per 1,000 live births) was Likewise 6.3 
percent, but the Jamaican infant mortality 
rate was 16.3 percent. Based on these 
statistics, it ' is possible to predict that 
hospitals in South Korea are generally 
modem and ' efficient while Jamaica 
probably has old-fashioned hospitals and 
an inefficient medical system. 
Along with South Korea's 
strong economy and health system, South 
Korea also has a better education system 
The Jamaican .------------------------------------. 
music of artists such as 
Bob Marley, Desmond 
Dekker, and Peter Tosh 
are enjoyed around 
the world. In South 
Korea, listening to 
Jamaican music is 
becoming popular for 
busy young Koreans 
looking for some much-
needed relaxation. Also, 
people who are usually 
vs. 
than Jamaica. From the 2006Alrnanac, the 
South Korean literacy rate was 97.9%, but 
the Jamaican literacy rate was only 87 .9%. 
Another statistic showed that the South 
Korean ages of compulsory education 
were from six to 14, while the Jamaican 
compulsory education age was only from 
six to 11 . Compared to the country's other 
statistics, the rates of education is pretty 
high in Jamaica However, Jamaica still 
needs to improve their education system 
because the leaders of Jamaica in the 
future will have to be a highly educated 
people who can greatly improve the 
country's economy and health system. 
The 20th century was difficult 
for South Korea and Jamaica. Both 
countries suffered economy downturns 
and social upheaval, and both are hoping 
for a better future. If the Jamaican 
government would try to develop Jamaica 
into a highly developed country, Jamaica 
could be one of the' world's strongest 
countries. At that time, busy young 
Koreans will start to think seriously about 
living in the Jamaica with it is delightful 
music. 
All this 
being said, Jamaica 
does hold a special 
place in my heart. 
Truthfully, I'm still 
Leaning towards it. 
What about you? 
Where are you going 
to Live? Email your 
story to the paper, let 
me know your secret 
future Living desires. 
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"Cats of Mirikitani" an Eerie, Arty Film 
By Duncan DeLorenzi 
T he Cats of Mirikitani was presented 
by Cinema Politica, a group dedicated to 
providing free public screenings of films 
with political messages. This particular 
screening was made possible by the 
efforts of the group Necessary Voices as 
well as the staff at The Vancouver Public 
Library. 
Discovered living on the streets 
of SoHo by documentary filmmaker 
Linda Hattendorf, 80 year old Tsutomu 
'Jimmy' Mirikitani is a 'grand master 
artist. Jimmy spends his days painting 
and drawing, and sometimes selling his 
works to passersby. His subjects include 
cats, flowers, persimmons (a type of 
fruit which grows in Japan), and the Tule 
Lake Concentration Camp. 
It is July 2001 and one of the first 
paintings we see Jimmy working on 
is a depiction of Hiroshima following 
American's nuclear attack. He wants to 
remind people of the significance of the 
date August 6, 1945, and he paints the 
picture both as an honour to the family 
he lost on that day as well as sign of 
remembrance. Broad strokes of colour 
reveal a heightened sense of trauma 
while dark, smudged images convey the 
crumbled buildings and ash. Mirikitani's 
painting disturbingly depicts the chaos 
as well as the eerie stillness of war and 
carnage. It is a strange happenstance 
of fate that just over a month later the 
tragedy of 9/11 occurs and Jimmy's 
exhortation of the insanity of violence 
becomes reinforced. 
Amidst the devastation Hattendorf 
goes on a search for Jimmy. She soon 
finds him on the deserted streets, in his 
usual spot, working on his paintings 
amid the ash and the dust. It is at this 
point that she decides to take him home 
to her apartment. Over the next year we 
learn more about the life of this man as he 
works on his paintings. In the meantime 
Linda desperately tries to convince him 
to apply for Social Security. 
We discover that after spending the 
first three years of his life in Sacramento 
California, Jimmy's mother picked up 
and moved the family back to Miajima, 
a city in Hiroshima prefecture. Jimmy 
Song of the Week 
"Dumb All Over" by Frank Zappa 
By Patrick MacKenzie 
Many people think of Frank Zappa 
as the guy with the freaky hair, thick 
mustache and goatee who said fuck 
on stage and ate Alice Copper's shit. 
Zappa certainly said fuck on stage more 
than once - the shit eating part is pure 
confabulation, but it certainly didn't do 
14 
his career any damage. However, what 
casual listeners and outright detractors 
may not know is that Frank Zappa was 
hugely political, and "Dumb all Over" 
may go down as his most overtly political 
song. 
Any serious Zappa listener will be able 
grew up in Japan but in 1937, at the age 
of 18, his father wanted him to enlist 
in the Japanese Imperial army. Jimmy 
abhorred the idea, claiming that he was 
an artist, "not a soldier boy," and soon 
he set off back to his land of birth. Back 
in California he continued to pursue 
his artistic ambitions, but in 1942, just 
after the bombing of Pearl Harbour, the 
American government rounded up all 
those of Japanese ancestry. Though an 
American citizen, and 25 years old at the 
time, Jimmy was sent to the Thle Lake 
concentration camp in the California 
desert along with thousands of others. 
There he met a boy who followed him 
around everywhere. The boy loved cats 
and constantly asked Jimmy to paint 
them for him, which he willingly did. 
to name the genres his music has touched 
on, or, more accurately, turned upside 
down: mainstream pop, hard rock, heavy 
metal and jazz, just to name a few. 
"Dumb All Over" takes a decidedly hard 
rock approach; but there is something 
more going on. Before Rage Against the 
Machine and the obviously inferior Limp 
Bizkit, that is to say before the melding 
of hip-hop and heavy metal, Frank Zappa 
seems to have been the first to rap over a 
hard rock track. The backing music over 
which Zappa rhymes is repetitive and 
bass heavy. Musically, and compared 
to his other songs, "Dumb All Over" is 
perhaps unremarkable in its willingness 
to exist as a monotonous quasi-heavy 
metal track. In fact, it seems that the 
music takes a back seat to lyrics that 
are clearly articulated to the listener. 
There is no equivocation here. "Dumb All 
Over" is direct in its meaning: humanity, 
as it presently stands, as it did way back 
in 1981 when the song was first thrust 
upon the world, is stupid. Zappa raps 
through a compressor, "if our chances/ 
Expect to improve/It's gonna take a lot 
moreffhan tryin' to removeflbe other 
race/Or the other whatever/From the 
The boy eventually got sick and died, 
as thousands in those concentration 
camps did, but Jimmy kept painting cats. 
Three and a half years later, "men from 
Washington D.C." came to the camp and 
persuasively asked all of the prisoners 
if they would give up their American 
citizenship. Many of them, including 
Jimmy, felt helplessly compelled to do 
so. 
As the film progresses and Linda 
persistently tries to get Jimmy government 
assistance, we learn more about the man 
and what happened to him after he was 
released from the concentration camp. 
This is a fascinating and heartbreaking 
account of a remarkable struggle for 
artistic expression. Jimmy's candid 
outbursts will make you tear up and 
smile at the same time. Homeless for 
25 years yet still doggedly independent, 
Jimmy's life is an example of the ability 
of the human spirit to persist in times of 
adversity. 
A touching and affecting film The Cats 
of Mirikitani demonstrates the healing 
and transformative powers of art. It will 
leave you feeling reassured that despite 
the scars left by terror and violence, 
compassion and kindness still form the 
basis for reaching out to humanity and 
will undoubtedly lead the way in its 
evolution. 
face/Of the planet altogether." 
Although the song starts out sparing no 
one ("Whoever we are/Wherever we 're 
from/We shoulda noticed by now/Our 
behavior is dumb"), Zappa reserves 
his most pointed barbs for religious 
conservatives, both Christian and 
Muslim. Check this out: "You can't run 
a country/By a book of religion/Not by a 
heap/Or a lump or a smidgeon/Of foolish 
rules 
/Of ancient date/Designed to make/You 
all feel great/While you fold, spindle/ 
And mutilate/Those unbelievers/From a 
neighboring state." 
Does any of this sound familiar? At the 
same as time the backwardness oflslamic 
law horrifies the liberal sensibilities 
of western democracy, the Christian 
right (or should that be wrong?), with 
its identical belief with in the absolute 
truth of a "text," presents a vision of the 
world that is wholly in keeping with the 
religion with whom it so joyously rushes 
towards conflict. 
Dumb all over indeed. 
The Walkmen Deliver Big Sound 
on a Small Stage 
November 16th at Richard on Richards 
Mark 
Fisher 
The first time I saw The Walkmen, 
they were doing opening duties at the 
Commodore, but they still hit the stage 
with a ton of energy and something 
to prove. At their headlining show at 
Richards, they got off to a much slower 
start, and didn't seem nearly as excited 
to be there. The member who seemed 
to be lacking the most energy was 
The Walkmen's frontman, Hamilton 
Leithauser-especially during the set's 
opening few numbers where he was just 
singing blandly into the mic. Once he 
brought out his guitar, the show's energy 
level definitely picked up. Maybe he just 
needed the mental stimulus from that to 
get him going. 
Even when he 's not giving 100%, 
Leithauser is still an incredible frontman. entire drum kit could have fallen over at album should be stellar. I can't wait to 
His unique voice and stylish delivery any point during that song. get a studio version of "What Happened 
makes every song exciting. And thanks The Walkmen have lots of great To You?" so I can listen to it repeatedly 
to his 6'4" stature, he takes up a huge songs, and even more great song titles. (Youtube will have to suffice in the 
amount of room on a small stage like the Many of them strike a personal chord meantime). Whoever came up with the 
one at Richards. Hamilton is just one of with me, such as "This Job is Killing idea of having a song where the entire 
those people who is hard to look away Me" [Editor's note: are you trying to chorus is the words "what happened to 
from; you' re always you" repeatedly shouted 
wondering what he's UEven when he's not giving 100%, Leithauser is at the. top of. the singer's 
going to do next. When "ll . d"bl fi , lungs 1s a geruus; everyone 
he left the stage during sti an zncre l e rontman. knows someone who they 
an extended music ..------ want to scream that at, so 
break to get a beer, a it's a song that connects 
giant hole seemed to with everyone. 
be left on the stage, one The Walkmen definitely 
that the other musicians connected with the 
playing couldn't quite audience, who brought 
fill. them back for a second 
I have to admire encore after a lengthy first 
how a large five piece one. Kudos to both the 
band managed to make band and the crowd, as I 
such good work out of was almost ready to walk 
the small stage. Matt out the door when they 
Barrick, the band's returned the second time. 
drummer, had an I'm glad I didn't though, 
especially hard time, as the second encore 
pushed far to the back of the upper level tell us something Mark?], "What's In definitely made the night for me, and it 
of the stage he had to use one hand to It For Me?" and "No Christmas While gave the show a needed "you really do 
steady himself while using the other I'm Talking." They also played several care!" moment between the crowd and 
to pound his skins as hard as he could songs that have yet to be released, and the band. 
during "The Rat." It looked like the judging from what I heard their next 
"Galaxy" may be Mario's Best Yet 
lain 
Reeve 
assistant editor 
The most recognized character in 
the gaming world returns for a new 
adventure in Super Mario Galaxy. Many 
are calling this game the unofficial sequel 
to the N64's Mario 64, one of the most 
celebrated games of all time, and the 
godfather of 3D platform gaming. While 
this game is not exactly the same game 
experience as its immediate predecessor, 
it rounds out the experience by drawing 
influence from many of Mario's other 
journeys, and the final product is the 
best 3D platformer Nintendo has ever 
produced. 
Anyone who has played a lot of 
Mario 64 will immediately feel at home 
in controlling the world's most famous 
plumber in this installment. The same 
jumps, tumbles, and walks are there, but 
instead of punching and kicking, Mario 
is equipped with a spin attack that is 
activated by shaking the Wii Remote. 
While I initially missed being able to 
punch Goomba's flat in the face, I came 
to enjoy to the spin as, among other 
things, it lets you gain a little bit of extra 
height when jumping. 
While the game certainly doesn' t 
have the control and camera issues that 
Mario 64 had-I always say that most 
of the difficult part of that game was 
more than any other Wii game so far. I 
think most Wii users are over the fact that 
the graphics on the system are not state 
of the art, but these ones service Mario 
well. Mario and his enemies are at their 
along with most of Nintendo's other 
big franchises-finally get to put his 
classical training to good use with 
lush and triumphant orchestrations. 
The soundtrack includes classic Mario 
getting Mario to do what 
you wanted-but the camera 
still betrays you at times. 
You don't have control of it 
all the time, and with all the 
upside down and sideways 
walking that Mario does, 
a little more control might 
have been nice. 
"'Visually Galaxy pushes the envelope 
more than any other Wii game so far." 
tracks-some not heard since 
Mario Brothers 3-and some new 
ones that range from classically 
Mario sounding tunes to 70s sci-fi 
throwback anthems that go far to 
sell the game's outer space theme. 
Koji has come a long way from 
composing the original theme 
on four channels of synthesized 
sound. Voice acting and sounds 
are exactly where they ought to 
be, but you do start to tune out 
Mario's screaming and cheering 
after a while. 
But it is exactly those 
gravity-defying situations 
that make this Mario game 
unique. You will run on every 
side of small planetoids, walk 
carefully through buildings 
where the gravity throws you 
every direction depending 
where you jump, and will be 
thrown through the air like •••• 
never before. The gameplay 
is similar to 64, but the levels are more 
linear. Instead of running around a huge 
area, exploring, trying to track down the 
star that corresponds to the vague hint 
you were given-which was sometimes 
fun, sometimes frustrating-you have a 
pretty direct path. There are still secret 
areas, but they feel more like the tube to 
the warp zone in Super Mario Brothers 
than the hidden stars of 64. 
Visually Galaxy pushes the envelope 
most detailed, and the levels brim with 
colour and shine. Character and enemy 
design is at the centre of any Mario 
game, and while few of the new entrants 
are likely to be immortalized alongside 
the goomba, koopas, and bullet bills they 
share the stage with, they don't look out 
of place. 
The game's music is brilliant. Nintendo 
veteran Koji Kondo- who has produced 
the music for every major Mario game, 
The game is not perfect: the 
camera had me jumping to my 
doom more than once, the lack of 
exploration is a bit of a let down, 
and the story takes a step too far 
over the cutesy line for me. But by 
and large this is probably the best Mario 
game ever, and it's easily the best game 
on the Wii thus far. The boss fights are 
fantastic, the levels are varied, endlessly 
creative, and exciting. The game's 
puzzles and challenges have already had 
me swearing when I fail, and cheering 
when I succeed-much to the chagrin of 
my sleeping girlfriend. 
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Assistant Editor 
In addition to being the Assistant 
Editor here at the Other Press, 
lain Reeve is an avid trebuchet 
enthusiast and hobo musician. 
Iron & Wine - The Shepherd's 
Dog 
Sam Beam has made a steady 
progression from his first album, 
where he recorded just himself 
on an eight-track playing nary 
more than an acoustic guitar. 
This album, his third, features a 
full band, clever orchestrations, 
and gives his songs new energy 
without losing his earthy, humble 
feel. The perfect album to listen 
to inside on a cold evening, with 
a hot beverage and snow flicking 
off the windows. 
The National - The Boxer 
The National's previous album 
set the stage for a band trying 
to fill the same deep voiced, 
New York-inspired shoes as the 
Velvet Underground. However, 
this year's offering is dense, 
varied, and dark without being 
weepy and self interested. The 
drums of Bryan Devendorf 
alone sell this album; he drives 
the arrangements, his presence 
alternating between sparse 
and overwhelming, but always 
coming and going at the right 
times. An album of anti-anthems 
with so many singable sections. 
Feist - The Reminder 
One of Canada's trendiest 
exports, Leslie Feist has ensured 
her place in our collective 
consciousness for some time by 
doing what few can do: following 
up an amazing album with one 
that is even better. Walking the 
line between new ground and 
Pat is the scribe behind the 
always revealing Song of the 
Week column. He's also the 
President and founder of the 
Vancouver chapter of the Gary 
Sinise fan club. 
ALBULMS: 
Modest Mouse - We Were 
Dead Before the Ship Even 
Sank 
With Isaac Brock's vocals 
sounding like a barking dog on 
most tracks, We Were Dead is 
a strange brew of heavy guitar 
oriented pop and/or rock. 
Editor at the Other Press, Ms. 
Kelsey was a senior editor at 
Cat Fancy. She currently runs 
a lucrative freelance writing 
enterprise submitting contrived 
naughty letters to Hustler and 
Hustler Canada. 
ALBULMS: 
Conquer By Supremacy 
TRUE. NORTH. STRONG 
All right, call me biased, but my 
number one album of the year is 
Conquer By Supremacy's TRUE. 
NORTH. STRONG. The album 
is a compilation/collaboration 
by many in the local metal 
familiar features, Leslie reminds 
us why we love her, and sends us 
a collection of toe-tapping, weep 
worthy tunes that were built for 
urban cafes and art shows. Her 
diverse and inviting voice and 
sharp work on the guitar makes 
her a unique talent that we should 
all take (even more) notice of. 
CONCERTS: 
Wilco - August 20 at the 
Malkin Bowl 
The Malkin Bowl is one of 
the most well-guarded secrets 
in Vancouver as far as venues 
are concerned. The mid-size, 
outdoor, strong-sounding 
hunk of Stanley Park was the 
perfect summer venue for rock 
workhorses Wilco. A catalogue 
sprawling setlist delivered with 
note perfect performance didn't 
hurt either. 
The New Pornographers 
- September 20 at the 
Commodore 
If you live in Vancouver and like 
this resident indie superband, 
it's likely that you've seen the 
Pomos before. I certainly have, 
and in spite of what some called 
Rush- Snakes and Arrows 
In spite of the fact that these 
venerable hosers from the 
Great White North are now in 
their fifties, they still can, when 
pressed, write some trippy, kick-
ass rock tunes. 
Radiohead -In Rainbows 
Though Thorn Yorke has said 
he's more interested in creating 
music with a computer than 
with traditional instruments, 
In Rainbows solidly occupies 
guitar, bass and drums territory. 
It's also hauntingly beautiful. 
scene, with yours truly doing 
vocal duties. Because the songs 
were composed with different 
musicians, each has its own 
unique sound, and range from 
death and black metal to power 
metal. 
Deadriver Wasteland - They 
Die, We Fight 
If you like metal, you will find 
it hard to not like Deadriver 
Wasteland. Their new album 
They Die, We Fight is an 
incredible blend of metal sub-
genres. 
a "stilted" performance lacking 
energy, I felt that this was the 
best the full line-up has looked, 
intertwining their energetic old 
material, and their sprawling, 
deliberate new material to create 
a varied and engaging set. 
The Weakerthans - October 
6 at the Commodore 
I have a soft spot for my fellow 
Manitobans, and seeing them 
with an added member, more 
energy than ever, and some 
engaging new material made 
this one memorable. It was also 
one of those shows where the 
band played every song I wanted 
to hear and had me singing along 
the whole time. You can't beat 
that. 
MOVIES: 
Superbad 
This film has re-written the 
rules of the teenage comedy 
the same way John Hughes 
did in the 80s. What's more, it 
was written by Burnaby native 
Seth Rogen. Michael Cera of 
Arrested Development fame 
shines, and looks to follow up 
with a standout performance in 
Flaming Lips- September 18 
at the Malkin Bowl 
You don't need drugs to enjoy 
the Lips. Enough said. 
Arcade Fire- May 24 at Deer 
Lake Park 
Believe the hype. 
Modest Mouse - April 17 at 
the PNE Forum 
Okay, the Forum is a lousy 
venue, but I 'd see Modest Mouse 
anywhere and so should you. 
Hammerfall - Steel Meets 
Steel: Ten Years of Glory 
Hammerfall never disappoints, 
and this "best of' album," 
celebrating ten years of "letting 
the hammer fall," is no exception. 
I enjoy blasting these power 
classics and watching the cheese 
leak out of my speakers! ! 
CONCERTS: 
Wolven Ancestry/Verbal 
Deception/ Anatolian Wisdom 
-August 26 at The Cobalt 
ThisshowBLEWMEAWAY!It's 
rare to have anything Canadian 
tour through Vancouver that isn't 
the upcoming Toronto Film Fest 
pick Juno. 
The Darjeeling Limited 
Yes it was something of a rehash 
for Wes Anderson, yes it wasn't 
as funny as his other movies, and 
yes showing Natalie Portman's 
hindquarters got it the wrong 
kind of attention. However, the 
fact that this simple tale that 
doesn't go very far beats out 
most of the Hollywood pack 
while still being a rehash says 
something about modem film. 
Transfonners 
Just kidding, this film was 
exceptionally horrible. Rather 
than point out another good film, 
I felt that this childhood raping, 
Hollywood co-opting tragedy 
was worthy of special note. Ford 
sponsorship, a focus on sexy 
young people rather than giant 
robots, and a little too much 
American military masturbation 
made me cringe with every 
scene. Tip for the sequel: the 
film is called Transformers, not 
People Who Were Peripherally 
Affected by the Transformers. 
MORE ROBOTS! 
Control 
Dark, atmospheric, sad-just 
like Joy Division. 
No Country for Old Men 
What can I say? It 's a 
Brothers movie. 
Into the Wild 
Based on the life of unknown 
idealist Christopher McCandless, 
Into the Wild is an odd, yet 
perfectly fitting morality tale for 
our peculiar age. 
grindcore or shitty black metal, 
so this show was a treat. Being 
the huge Ensiferum fan that I 
am, I was delighted to discover 
that Alberta's Verbal Deception 
would be bringing their fun blend 
of pirate metal. But the biggest 
surprise of the night came in the 
form of Ontario black metallers 
Wolven Ancestry-or more like 
their incredible front man, Lord 
Defiler. He exerted a passion 
and flair for showmanship that is 
rarely seen. 
Arch Enemy/Infernal Majesty/ 
Sinned/Soulscar- October 15 
at The Commodore 
Although I am not much of an 
Arch Enemy fan, this show at 
the Coriunodore was definitely 
one of the best of the year, 
mostly because they played my 
favouritesongoftheirs, "Burning 
Angel." But the real highlight 
of the night was the Vancouver 
death act Sinned. The new song, 
"Her Black Wings," from their 
latest demo adds a more melodic 
Duncan Lorenzi 
Noted Cinemaphile 
Duncan's shaping up to be the 
OP's principal movie writer. 
He often describes himself as a 
"people person" and frequently 
brags about the time he ate a 
four-kilogram box of apples in 
one sitting. 
Mark Fisher 
Business Manager 
Mark is our steadfast and level-
headed accountant, without 
whom this paper would descend 
into beer-driven bankruptcy. 
When he's not contributing to 
the A&E section he likes to 
drive around town in his stock 
1967 Carnaro and yell insults at 
teenagers. 
Tegan & Sara- The Con 
Making lists like this are always 
fun because it gives you a chance 
to re-listen to all the albums you 
this At first this 
element to their torrent of tunes, 
and it was well received. 
Deadriver Wasteland/Ritual 
Demise November 2-The 
Cobalt 
Deadriver Wasteland always 
kicks ass, and so does Ritual 
Demise. 
MOVIES: 
300 
300 was a smorgasbord of epic 
sexiness, and should have been 
renamed 300 Beefcakes. In the 
film, three hundred buff Spartans 
engage in a legendary battle 
CONCERTS: 
Blue Man Group 
Never having seen them 
before it was a joy to watch 
the Blue Man Group perform. 
The introduction began with a 
medley of thunderous percussion 
and other sounds created from 
the most unlikely of instruments 
(think PVC plumbing pipes). 
From that moment onwards this 
performance was astounding 
and kept me mesmerized until 
the end. The unique musical 
dexterity of these blue-faced 
men was incredible and the well-
coordinated interaction of the 
group made for humorous and 
lively entertainment. 
MOVIES: 
record wasn't going to make the 
cut for my list, but after taking it 
back out and listening to it again, 
I just had to put it on. It's amazing 
how far these two have come as 
songwriters since they started 
their duo act as teenagers. 
Radiohed- In Rainbows 
Probably the most hype-
generating album of the year. So 
much ink has been spilled about 
how this album is revolutionizing 
the music industry that the 
actual quality of the songs on 
it has become somewhat of 
an afterthought. It's kind of a 
shame. 
White Stripes- Icky Thump 
While Radiohead and Tegan and 
Sara both made great albums, I 
wouldn't consider either of those 
albums their best. The White 
Stripes were the only band this 
year that I thought reached new 
heights; this is the best album 
they've ever made and probably 
ever will. "Icky Thump" was my 
favourite song of the year too. 
with . .. who cares. I may be all 
about epic and gore movies, but 
when six hundred well-defined 
pees with matching perky foreign 
nipples are flexing as they thrust 
spears into enemies, I find it hard 
to pay attention to the storyline. 
Pan's Labyrinth 
If the imagination is the soul's 
playground, then Pans Labyrinth 
is the inspiration for the swing 
set. The film's childlike aesthetic 
creates a rather sinister feeling, 
and a sense of impending disaster 
lurks in the shadows from start 
takes a job at a bottle return 
depot in a Prague supermarket. 
In his new position he is able 
to look out the small square 
window of his storage room 
and concoct desperate fantasies 
about housewives as they fill 
their carts with canned peaches. 
Playing the matchmaker, Josef 
toys with people's desires in 
a humorous way, all the while 
avoiding contact with his own 
wife. Though the film explores 
themes of societal expectation 
and the creeping certainty of 
death as one ages, it does so in a 
charming, humorous way. 
The Darjeeling Limited 
If you want a movie that will 
make you laugh, check out the 
hilarious dysfunction of three 
brothers who share prescriptions 
and dirty secrets over curry 
Tegan & Sara - September 
22 at the Commodore 
This was a great year for Tegan 
and Sara fans : an awesome 
album, a DVD, and two 
nationwide tours. I missed their 
acoustic tour which sold out 
a small venue fast, but seeing 
them at Vancouver's best concert 
venue more than made up for 
that. These two always put on an 
amazing live show. 
Virgin Fest - May 21 at 
Thunderbird Stadium 
While a lot of people mocked 
this two-day festival because 
My Chemical Romance was one 
of the headliners, where else can 
you enjoy over 40 bands in two 
days in this city? I got to enjoy 
great sets from Metric, Rise 
Against, Mute Math, A.F.I. (I'm 
still surprised at how good they 
were) and Billy Talent, and get 
exposed to tons of new bands 
too. With next year 's festival 
already confirmed, hopefully this 
will become an annual tradition. 
to finisli. Haunting, creepy and 
awesome are all ways to describe 
this masterpiece of a movie, and 
it is a welcome change of pace 
from the usual slew of action 
and humour fodder that fill up 
theatres-even if it is subtitled. 
Black Sheep 
This film has garnered a wide 
array of reviews, from "brilliant 
movie" to "worst movie of all 
time." And yes, it could easily be 
lumped into the stagnant genre 
of animal zombie movies ... 
but this film has some "shear 
while traveling aboard a train 
headed for the Himalayas in 
The Darjeeling Limited. Not 
having seen each other since 
their father's funeral one year 
previous, the boys' interactions 
with each other are extremely 
awkward and border on the 
absurd. While carrying out 
planned activities from an anally 
drawn up travel itinerary, they 
also do a great job of pissing off 
the train's Chief Steward. Their 
spiritual experience is made 
more intense by the fact that 
they constantly lie to each other. 
With its incredibly colorful and 
exquisitely-detailed culture, the 
country of India also showcases 
itself as one of the films' richest 
characters. 
As you can tell, this really was 
the year of The White Stripes 
for me (you can probably tell 
that I love outdoor concerts too). 
After Jack White's side-project 
The Raconteurs did so well, I 
thought the White Stripes may 
be about to wind down, but they 
definitely proved me wrong. 
This was the first show in their 
historic Canada-wide tour which 
they went on to celebrate their 
tenth anniversary as a band, so 
I'm choosing this as my number 
one concert because I'll be able 
to look back on this years from 
now and say "It's cool that I got 
to be a part of that." 
MOVIES: 
Pirates of the Caribbean: At 
World's End 
This was a great year for "fun" 
movies, but not a very good one 
for "serious" movies, as none 
really stood out in that category. 
The third Pirates film closed off 
the trilogy in a fittingly grand 
way, with lots of backstabbing, 
double-crossing, and a wedding 
terrifying" moments that put it in 
a class of its own. Based in the 
land of sheep, New Zealand, this 
"violence of the lambs" begins on 
a farm whose owners have been 
conducting weird experiments. 
But what results from these 
"baaaaaaad" scientists is an 
hour and a half of pure "woolly 
horror," which boasts a bad guy 
with a huge package and a flock 
of "sheeple." If you have always 
wondered how flammable sheep 
are, or what one would do if it 
got a hold of your wang, "ewe" 
will love this movie! 
Garbage Warrior 
Observe the wild antics of one 
rebellious architect in New 
Mexico as he fights the state 
for the right to construct houses 
out of garbage. Unorthodox and 
fiery, Michael Reynolds is not 
your average activist. The man 
walks his own walk and invites 
you to join in as he charges off in 
pursuit of some crazy ideas. His 
experiments with building what 
have been dubbed "earthships" 
are fascinating and thought 
provoking, and by the end of 
the film you will undoubtedly be 
nodding your head in agreement 
with some of his ideas. In fact, 
I just put a down payment on a 
nice house in New West made 
out of beer cans! 
in the middle of a fight that you 
can't help but cheer for. 
Superbad 
Remember when you were a 
teenager and getting laid was 
the most important thing in the 
world to you? Remember how 
much of a dork you made out 
of yourself trying? This movie 
captures that time period, and 
it's hilarious when the dork isn't 
you. What makes this movie so 
good is that every character in 
it could easily be someone you 
knew back in High School, even 
McLovin. Especially McLovin. 
Hot Fuzz 
Hot Fuzz parodies big budget 
action films by setting the story 
of a serious cop in a small 
Scottish town where urinating 
teens are the biggest crime. This 
film is perfectly paced in a way 
that only British comedies are; 
you don't realize it while you're 
watching the film, but they're 
setting you up for a hilarious 
ending that comes later, one 
that I had to watch repeatedly 
because it's so achingly funny. 
Arts 8t Entertainment 
Best of 2007 
Continued from Page 17 
Regan Sarah Taylor 
Enterlainment Connoisseur 
Regan is a recent MFA graduate 
and aspiring poet. She spends 
her nights at home drinking 
champagne, eating Krispy 
Kreme donuts and thinking of 
interesting ways to mispronounce 
French words. 
Luke Simcoe 
A&E Editor 
Luke is the go-to guy for A&E 
here at the paper, and the man 
who wrote all these pointedly 
false bios. He is far too egotistical 
and self-aggrandizing to poke 
fun at himself in the pages of this 
hallowed publication. 
ALBULMS: 
The National- Boxer 
The National 's 2005 
breakthrough, Alligator, was 
a record full of brooding 
atmospheric rock n' roll that 
managed to grab you by the 
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ALBULMS: 
Bill Callahan-
Woke on a Whaleheart 
Callahan rechristens himself, 
shedding the Smog moniker, 
and produces his loveliest 
album in years. He's got simple 
guitar ballads ("Sycamore"), 
head-down, intense jammers 
("Diamond Dancer"), beautiful 
gospel wailing, and above all, his 
familiar quirky old-man wisdom 
("Day"). 
Kanye West- Graduation 
I don't think this needs any 
explanation. The unabashedly 
self-aware Mr. West is one of 
America's ablest poets, and he 
makes music that's stupidly fun. 
What more could a girl want? 
Sightings-
Through the Panama 
This prolific Brooklyn noise trio 
balls, the brain and the heart 
all at once. It topped numerous 
year-end lists like the one you're 
currently reading, and even 
made Bruce Springsteen a fan. 
Boxer is better. 
Spoon-GaGa GaGa Ga 
In 2007, Spoon quite literally 
pulled off a miracle. They gave 
us a reason to listen to their new 
record instead of their flawless 
last album, Gimme Fiction, or 
the dearth of consistently solid 
material that preceded it. For 
the life of me, I can't understand 
why Spoon isn't the biggest band 
in the world. Granted, they can 
sell out the Commodore pretty 
easily, but in a perfect world 
Britt Daniel's mastery of pop 
music, brilliant lyrical character 
sketches and great vocal delivery 
would have Spoon packing the 
Garage two nights in a row. 
Secret Mommy- Plays 
I probably wrote about this 
record more than any other this 
year. Andy Dixon, a mainstay of 
the Vancouver music scene for 
over a decade, set out to make an 
has made an oddly catchy album 
this time around, and it's easy 
listening for those of us who like 
our brutal musical onslaughts 
tempered with some rhythm to 
hold onto amongst the crunch, 
static, and throb. 
MOVIES: 
The Lives of Others 
Released abroad in time to win 
a Best Foreign Film Oscar last 
year, this hit our shores late 
last winter. A frightening and 
compelling look at East Germany 
in the grip of the Stasi, made all 
the more poignant by the death 
this year of the movie's amazing 
lead actor, Ulrich Mtihe. 
The Darjeeling Limited 
Wes Anderson at his typical 
best: a beautiful movie about a 
journey during which estranged 
family members get to know-
"un-electronic electronic album" 
under his Secret Mommy 
moniker, and the result is a glitch 
noise record awash in humanity. 
Finger-picked guitar lines are 
bent and twisted around violin, 
brass and woodwind samples 
and then layered over human 
voices and the syncopated, 
digital clicks and pops that dot 
the landscape of Andy's earlier 
records. It's beautiful, intriguing 
and evocative; what more could 
you possible want from a piece 
of music? 
CONCERTS: 
I feel the need to put a disclaimer 
here. I'm writing this prior 
to seeing Les Savy Fav at 
Richard's on December 1. I 
can't technically include them 
on the list, but I'm just going to 
go ahead and say that it will be 
the best concert I see this year. 
Anyway ... 
Cadence Weapon-November 
30 at Richard's on Richards 
I'm actually wntmg this 
after coming home from this 
particular gig. Perhaps it speaks 
and maybe not love, but at least 
like-each other. That there's 
very little plot to Darjeeling 
doesn't matter; the movie is 
gorgeous and heartbreaking, and 
no one does stylish family angst 
like Mr. Anderson. 
I'm Not There 
I haven't even seen it yet, but 
I already know Todd Haynes' 
weirdo Bob Dylan biopic/ 
homage/mindfuck will be 
amazing. Believe the hype. Buy 
the soundtrack. 
CONCERTS: 
Bill Callahan & Sir Richard 
Bishop - October 10 at The 
Triple Door (Seattle) 
This may be cheating, because I 
had to head south of the border 
to see this pair. Callahan was his 
usual self on stage: in complete 
control, mostly silent, witty as 
more to my geriatric memory 
and short attention span, but any 
show where I get to hear hip-
hop covers of Chad Vangaalen's 
"Mini-TVs" and Weezer's "Pink 
Triangle" pretty much belongs 
on this list. 
Secret Mommy-
June 7 at The Royal Unicorn 
(Music Waste 2007) 
This was one of the most talked 
about local shows this year, 
and for good reason. As I've 
mentioned, Andy's stuff is pretty 
mind-expanding on record, 
but watching him and a few 
of his friends recreate it live is 
another story. There's something 
captivatingly surreal about 
watching music be made and 
remixed at the same time. 
No Age-
September 22 at Pat's Pub 
Pat's Pub-just a few blocks east 
of Hastings and Main-was the 
perfect venue for No Age's firs 
trip to Vancouver. The LA duo 
plays a unique brand of post-
punk that juxtaposes shoegazey 
atmospherics with pop-hooks and 
hell when he did speak. Bishop, 
of legendary freak-out band Sun 
City Girls channed with his 
guitar skills and his racy banter. 
Daniel Menche - October 12 
at The Western Front 
The most interesting noise act 
I've seen in ages. Portland's 
Menche got ecstatic with a 
contact-miked bowl, chain and 
stick, which he manipulated in 
various combinations until the 
walls of the Western Front's 
excellent performance space 
were close to crumbling. 
Acid Mothers Temple - May 
9 at Richard's on Richards 
Mind-meltingly awesome. 
Nobody does psych-folk-rock 
like the Japanese, and nobody 
does it quite like Acid Mothers. 
An enraptured audience in a 
just-full Richard's ate it up. 
youthful energy. The band's "just 
for the fuck of it" vi be and Pat's 
shabby-but-not-chique aesthetic 
combined for an evening that 
was artsy but refreshingly devoid 
of pretension. 
MOVIES: 
The Darjeeling Limited 
Someone please give Wes 
Anderson some kind of cool, 
underground alternative to an 
Academy Award. 
Across the Universe 
So I took a girl I'm quite fond of 
to see this, and as a result I got 
caught up in the film's sense of 
romantic idealism. There. I said 
it. Now please don't make fun of 
me for having cooties. 
Once 
Despite being a thinly veiled 
promotional vehicle for Glen 
Hansard's (of the Frames) solo 
career, and a storyline that could 
have been recast as a Behind the 
Music with Damien Rice, Once 
was still the only film that felt 
real to me this year. 
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66 Years Later, thE! Lessons of '' Pearl 
Harbor Are Still Worth -Remembering 
By Garth McLennan 
December 7· 2007 will mark the 66'h 
anniversary of one of the most infamous 
attacks in history. It was on that day in 
1944, that Pearl Harbor, a United States 
naval base in Honolulu, Hawaii, was 
bombed and attacked by the Empire of 
Japan's Imperial Navy. It marked not 
only a true American tragedy, but also 
one of the major turning points of the 
Second World War. 
The attack was devastating. 
Six Japanese aircraft carriers launched 
350 planes in a full-scale pre-emptive 
strike with the intent of vanquishing 
the Unites States naval fleet. 
2,333 people were killed, 
and 1,139 were injured. Two 
American battleships, ' one 
US minelayer, and a pair of 
American destroyers were 
sunk. 188 planes were blown 
up, and six US battleships, three 
cruisers, and one destroyer were 
damaged. The Japanese didn't 
lose nearly as much as the 
Americans. Only 65 Japanese 
soldiers were killed, with just 
five midget submarines and 29 
planes demolished. 
The assault was 
shocking for the Americans. 
They had previously intercepted 
Japanese intelligence that 
an attack on American soil 
was in the works, but almost 
nobody dreamed that a place 
as important as Pearl Harbor 
would be the target. 
Pearl Harbor was 
attacked because the United 
Japanese military would remain in the 
area for six weeks, during which time 
they massacred between 150,000 and 
300,000 innocent people in a genocidal 
wave. The Japanese followed the ancient 
and ruthless "Bushido code," which 
taught that the enemy was to be shown 
no mercy whatsoever, and was to be 
considered sub-human. 
Eyewitnesses have stated 
that the occupying Japanese raped and 
murdered countless times. Up to 80,000 
women, ranging from babies to 80-year-
old elders, were raped mercilessly, while 
theft and arson ravaged the city. Infants 
States stood up for the rights lliill•l 
of several Asian and Pacific 
no interest in involving themselves 
in another European-Asian conflict. 
Roosevelt p'omised to lift the embargo 
only if Japan agreed to withdraw from 
China and the other Pacific nations it had 
invaded. After diplomacy failed, Japan 
decided to strike. 
The Japanese government had 
had a long-standing desire to build a 
mighty Japanese empire. Japan itself was 
a tiny, overcrowded island without any 
essential raw materials such as rubber or 
oil. They had thus copied the European 
model of imperialism, and now wanted 
to 1 rule the Pacific. The plan to attack 
strike, Roosevelt officially put an end 
to isolationism. Americans were not 
bothered for very long, as Germany, who 
under Adolf Hitler's rule was allied with 
the Japanese, proceded to declare war on 
the United States the very next day. 
While the war certainly wasn't 
a landslide, the union of the United 
Kingdom, the Soviet Union and the good 
old' US of A into the "Grand Alliance" 
proved too powerful for the Axis 
powers-Germany, Japan, and Italy to 
defeat. It also probably helped that Hitler 
and Mussolini made some really bad 
calls which probably cost them the war. 
Fighting with a 
passion, the United States 
battled the Japanese in 
the jungles of the Pacific, 
pushing them back island by 
island until they managed to 
develop the demonic power 
of the atomic bomb, which 
was dropped on the Japanese 
cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, completely and 
utterly devastating them. 
The United States of 
America joined the most 
famous war in history 
late, with only the United 
Kingdom, underthecommand 
of the brilliant Winston 
Churchill, and the Russians, 
under the totalitarian control 
of the not-so-brilliant Joseph 
Stalin, as their only powerful 
allies. While Germany was 
already in trouble with their 
disastrous invasion of Russia, 
there is no doubt that without 
the Americans power, the 
world, as we know it today 
nations that couldn't defend 
______ _. __________ ._ __________ _. .... .-~~~ .. a.:===~~~==~------~ mighthaveturnedoutavery 
themselves against the 
Japanese. Japan had romped 
through Manchuria in 1931, 
and occupied it. This was one 
different place. 
'What the Japanese didn't know was that by attacking Pearl 
Harbor, they had awoken a sleeping~ giant." 
Looking back on these 
historic events can help 
us gain an understanding 
of ourselves today. Born out of a great 
tragedy, the United States emerged from 
isolation to help defeat one of the most 
terrifying regimes in history. Or look at 
Winston Churchill, a man who had the 
nerve and the sheer will to resist the 
Nazi's and never gave in to them, not 
even when all hope seemed lost after 
France was conquered just six weeks into 
1940. It is not very often that you can 
truly say that a person saved the world, 
but looking back at President Roosevelt 
and Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 
we can say that they did just that by 
never giving up and always fighting for 
what was right. It shows what each and 
every one of us can be capable of if we 
act in the same heroic way. 
of the initial events that caused tensions 
to rise between the two powers. Japan 
continued to advance through China, and 
full-blown war between the two Asian 
countries broke out in 1937. While the 
U.S. was following an isolationist policy 
at the time, and was thus prevented 
from getting militarily involved against 
Japan, the States did sell the underdog 
Chinese war supplies. This was ended 
in 1940, when Japan conquered French 
Indo-China and placed an embargo on 
all imports into China. 
The · US was also enraged by 
the heinous Rape of Nanking, one of the 
vilest and evil acts in human history, in 
1937. After taking the provincial capital 
Nanking on December 13, 1937, the 
20 
were slaughtered in the most gruesome 
of ways. 
This black mark on world 
history greatly angered the United 
States, who, under President Roosevelt, 
imposed an embargo on Japan, banning 
the import of scrap iron and weapons. 
After Japan took French Indo-China, the 
embargo was expanded to include oil 
and steel, which became crippling for 
the Japanese. 
This was a perfect way for President 
Roosevelt to back up everything he 
said about Japan's lack of morality 
without violating the military isolation 
policy that was so favored among the 
American people. After the horrors 
of World War I, most Americans had 
Pearl Harbor was laid out after Japan 
had grown tired of America's moral 
condemnations and interference in their 
plans. Japan had three primary goals 
in attempting to cripple the U.S. navy. 
1) They wanted to break the debilitating 
embargo the U.S. had put on them, 2) 
They wanted to put an end to American 
meddling in their Chinese campaigns, 
and 3) they wanted to construct a long-
reaching empire that would give them 
the supplies they couldn't obtain at 
home. They viewed the Americans as a 
direct threat to them ever attaining that 
empire. 
What the Japanese didn't know 
was that by attacking Pearl Harbor, they 
had awoken a sleeping giant. After the 
Sports Garth McLennan supergarth@hotmail.com 
Bittersweet Awards Night for the Lions 
Garth 
Mclennan 
sports editor 
T he BC Lions dominated the CFL 
awards show on November 22, but it 
was a bittersweet night for sure. 
The Lions captured every 
available award but one, but it was clear 
none of them were what the team truly 
wanted, as the gala event came just a few 
days after BC's crushing defeat to the 
Saskatchewan Roughriders in the CFL 
Western Final. 
Four Lions players took 
five of the six major CFL awards, 
all of them except the league's most 
outstanding player, which was won by 
Saskatchewan's star quarterback Kerry 
Joseph. 
Lion's first year defensive back 
Cameron Wake was without a doubt 
the highlight of the night. The athletic 
25-year-old won the league's defensive 
player of the year as well as the circuit's 
top rookie. Wake had a monster season 
that included an astonishing league-
leading 16 sacks. Wake had three sacks 
in his first game this year, and was one of 
the few Lions that played exceptionally 
in the Western Final defeat, sacking 
QB Joseph an 
incredible five 
times. 
The 6'3, 
255 pound Penn 
State graduate 
was never drafted 
into the NFL, and 
arrived at Lion's 
camp without 
much fanfare. He 
has been highly 
praised by Lions 
players and staff for his blazing speed. 
This speed makes him tailor-made for 
the CFL's larger field. 
Rob Murphy was named the 
CFL outstanding lineman for the second 
successive season. Despite the offensive 
line's poor performance in the Western 
Final, it was anchored by Murphy and 
allowed the second fewest sacks in the 
entire CFL. Murphy's play was brilliant 
all throughout the season, despite the 
constant allegations made by other teams 
and players that he and fellow offensive 
lineman Jason Jimenez were among the 
league's dirtiest players. 
Lion Ian Smart was voted the 
top special teams 
player this year, as 
the exciting return 
specialist/backup 
running back led 
the CFL in total 
yards, punt, and 
kickoff return 
yards. Smart 
narrowly defeated 
Dominique 
Dorsey of 
the Toronto 
Argonauts, who led the CFL in 
touchdown return kicks with three. It is 
common consensus among many league 
pundits that Smart is among the CFL's 
most entertaining players. 
Lion's slotback Jason Clermont 
was selected as the top Canadian, beating 
out Winnipeg Blue Bombers defensive 
tackle Doug Brown after an impressive 
86 catches this year, a career high for 
Clermont. Clermont is becoming more 
and more decorated as his career has 
progressed. After six seasons in the CFL, 
he has now won the Most Outstanding 
Canadian award twice, in 2004 and 
2007, in his rookie season, 2002, he was 
chosen as the league's Most Outstanding 
Rookie, and when the Lions went to the 
Grey Cup in 2004, Clermont was named 
the game's best player. 
The CFL's most outstanding 
player award belonged to Kerry Joseph. 
Joseph, 34, had a superb year, and beat 
out Winnipeg's QB Kevin Glenn for the 
prize. It was the first time since 1976 that 
a Saskatchewan Roughrider has been 
named the league's most outstanding 
player. Joseph threw for 4,002 yards and 
27 touchdowns, and rushed for 13 more 
TDs. Joseph threw just eight interceptions 
this season. This year, Joseph was 
reunited with former coach Kent Austin. 
The two had previously been together a 
few years back when both were members 
of the Ottawa Renegades. 
Lions' Dickenson Era Comes to a Close 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
A fter a five year tenure with the 
BC Lions-the team he solidified 
his legendary reputation with-Dave 
Dickenson has been released. 
It was a heart-wrenching 
decision for the Lions' top brass, but one 
that had to be made for the long-term 
history with injuries. In 2004, he missed 
10 games due to a knee injury, and 
suffered concussion problems for the 
previous two seasons. One possibility is 
that Dickenson may return to the Lions 
in an advisory capacity and play the odd 
game under a restructured contract. 
Despite Dave's 
betterment of the team. 
It has been speculated 
that the Lions will now 
hire Dickenson as a 
quarterback coach. 
After a 
devastating season for 
Dickenson that saw the 
former MVP endure 
multiple concussions 
and play only five 
games this season, the 
Lions were forced to 
•There is 
no denying 
that Dave 
numerous injuries 
during his time with BC, 
Dickenson displayed 
remarkable talent 
and led the Lions to 
extraordinary heights. 
After Bob Ackles and 
Wally Buono assumed 
control of the franchise 
in 2003, Dickinson was 
selected as the player 
whom the team would be 
built around. Buono had 
Dickenson is 
one of the all-
time greats." 
offload Dickenson's large salary that 
was eating up salary cap space. 
Dickenson, 34, signed a three-
year contract extension with the Lions 
prior to last season that was worth 
$400,000 annually. With Dickenson and 
fellow QB Buck Pierce on the shelf for 
most of the season, the door was wide 
open for third stringer Jarious Jackson to 
step into the starter's role. Jackson was 
exemplary for BC, going 9-2, and one of 
coach/GM Wall Buono's priorities this 
off-season is to ink Jackson to a long-
term deal. 
Dickenson has had a lengthy 
had previous success with Dickenson 
with the Calgary Stampeders-winning 
the Grey Cup in 1998. Dickenson 
compiled an impressive 33-14 record 
with the Lwns, and won the CFL's most 
outstanding player award twice, once 
with BC, and once with Calgary. 
Dickenson leaves BC as the 
fourth all time leading passer (13,573 
yards), to go along with 90 touchdowns 
and 979 pass completions. However, 
Dickenson's finest moment as a Lion 
came at the end of the 2006 campaign 
when he led BC to glory in the Grey Cup 
final against the Montreal Alouettes, 
being named the Grey Cup MVP in the 
process. 
While his performance may have 
declined this season- particularly in the 
CFL Western Final against the eventual 
Grey Cup champion Saskatchewan 
Roughriders-there is no denying that 
Dave Dickenson is one of the all-time 
greats. After an unsuccessful attempt 
at breaking into the NFL, Dickenson 
returned to the larger Canadian fields 
and truly found his niche. Without a 
doubt, he will end up in the Canadian 
football Hall of Fame in his first year of 
eligibility. 
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Canadian 
Olympians to get 
Cash for Medals 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
The Canadian Olympic Committee 
(COC) has started a "cash for medals" 
program designed to add extra 
motivation for winning among Canada's 
Olympic athletes. Gold medalists will 
get $20,000, silver medal winners will 
receive $15,000, and those who capture 
the bronze medal will pick up $10,000. 
Winning athletes will be rewarded 
financially for every medal they win; so 
multiple winners will receive multiple 
cash payments. 
Canada's successful Olympic 
athletes will receive their financial 
benefits through the Canadian Excellence 
Fund, as Canada joins nations such as 
Australia, Japan, China, the US, and 
Lithuania in paying their stars. 
The United States pay their 
athletes $25,000 for a gold medal, 
$15,000 for a silver, and $10,000 for a 
bronze. At the last Olympic games in 
Italy, Italian athletes who brought home 
a gold medal were paid a whopping 
$108,000. 
The new program works on a four-
year period. In the first two years before 
an Olympics, an athlete who finishes in 
the top five at a premier event for his or 
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her sport, such as a World Championship 
track meet, will be given $5,000. In 
the year directly preceding the games, 
athletes must place in the top four to get 
the $5,000. 
All winning athletes from all 
sports are eligible for the new payment 
plan, but the new deal is especially 
lucrative for swimmers. In addition to the 
money they will receive from the COC 
Excellence Fund, successful Canadian 
swimmers will get extra money after it 
was announced that Swimming Canada 
had partnered with Speedo. Speedo will 
award gold medal winning swimmers an 
additional $50,000, while silver medal 
winners will get an extra $10,000, and 
bronze medalist swimmers will be 
awarded $5,000. All of the money will 
be provided entirely by Speedo. 
Many athletes met the new 
program with wild and enthusiastic 
support. Some of the critics of the new 
plan were dismayed that the monetary 
awards would take away the desire to 
win solely for the purpose of winning. 
Others have stated that by giving money 
to winners detracts from funding that 
would otherwise be devoted to team 
sports. 
A-Rod Wins MVP 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
Alex Rodriguez, without a doubt 
the greatest baseball player in the 
world today, won his third American 
League Most Valuable Player award on 
November 19, receiving 28 of the 30 
possible first-place votes. 
A-Rod had a spectacular season 
with the New York Yankees. He set a 
Yankees record for home runs while 
leading the American League with 54. He 
also led the AL in RBis (156), slugging 
percentage (.645), total bases (376), and 
times on base (299). This past season, 
Rodriguez became the youngest player 
in history to hit 500 home runs, finishing 
this year with 518. A-Rod set another 
important record when he became the first 
player in history to have 10 consecutive 
seasons with 35 home runs, 100 runs, and 
100 RBI's. He also became just the fifth 
baseball player in MLB history to have a 
season where he had 50 home runs, 150 
RBI's, and a grand slam. Aside from the 
MVP trophy, A-Rod capped off the year 
with a 2007 Silver Slugger award, his 
ninth. Rodriguez becomes just the fifth 
player to win three AL MVP awards. 
The AL batting title winner, 
Detroit's Maggilo Ordonez, came 
a distant second in the MVP vote, 
getting the two first place ballots that 
Rodriguez missed. The right-fielder led 
the American League with a .363 batting 
average. 
In the National League, 
Philadelphia Philies shortstop Jimmy 
Rollins was named AL MVP. The 28-
year-old leadoff man beat out Colorado 
Rockie 's left-fielder Matt Holiday in a 
close vote. Rollins also won the Golden 
Glove award in a season that included 30 
home runs, 94 RBis and 41 stolen bases. 
Throughout his future 
Hall-of-Fame career, Rodriguez has 
amassed numerous accolades and 
accomplishments. Aside from being a 
three-time AL MVP and a nine-time 
Silver Slugger winner at multiple 
positions, he has also won the Sporting 
News outstanding player 
award this year, the same 
award he won in 2002. 
Rodriguez is a ten-time 
American League all-star, 
and was drafted first overall 
by the Seattle Mariners in 
the 1994 entry draft. He 
won the AL home run title 
five times, and the AL RBI 
title twice. 
Rodriguez not only 
had a tremendous statistical 
season, but he proved to be 
a true Yankee. Reports had 
surfaced that Rodriguez 
had become disillusioned 
with New York and 
craved a way out of the 
city. These rumors were 
further compounded after 
Rodriguez opted out of the 
final three years of his deal, 
forfeiting $92 million. 
However, soon after 
the MLB free agency period 
began, Rodriguez went 
to Yankees management 
without his agent Scott Boras. Yankees 
management has now blacklisted Boras. 
Rodriguez has recently completed a new 
ten-year contract with New York worth 
$272 million. Boras had aggressively 
sought a ten-year pact for his superstar 
client that would pay Rodriguez $350 
million. However, A-Rod admitted that 
was too much for any team to afford and 
still be successful, so he signed for $68 
million less. 
In other baseball news, The Boston 
Red Sox resigned World Series MVP 
Mike Lowell, 33, to a three-year contract 
for $37 million. Lowell decided to 
remain with the World Series Champions 
despite being offered a four-year, $50 
million from the Philadelphia Phillies. 
The New York Yankees have agreed 
to terms with star closer Mariano Rivera, 
who has accepted a three year deal for 
$45 million, making him the highest 
paid closer in baseball. Rivera, 37, is 
debatably the best closer in baseball 
playoff history, and is famous for his 
trademark "cutter" pitch. 
The Chicago White Sox traded 
John Garland to the Los Angeles Angels 
in exchange for Golden Glove winning 
shortstop Orlando Cabrera. 
The Atlanta Braves have inked 
pitcher Tom Glavine to a one-year, $8 
million deal. Glavine is a ten-time all-
star, who returns to the Braves at 41 
years old after five seasons with the New 
York Mets. 
In a major free agent signing, 
The LA Angels of Anaheim have inked 
centerfielder Torii Hunter to a five-year, 
$90 million deal. Hunter leaves the 
Minnesota Twins after 11 seasons. At 
the end of this past season, Hunter was 
awarded his seventh consecutive Golden 
Glove decoration. Hunter hit three grand 
slams and made the 2007 all-star game, 
also winning the 2007 Marvin Miller 
Man of the Year Award. 
lim Gregory in the Hall of Fame? 
Really? 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
This year's Hockey Hall of 
Fame induction class is without a doubt 
the greatest in history. Each player 
enshrined this season made an inerasable 
mark on the game in a different way. That 
is, everyone except Jim Gregory, who 
was inducted in the "builders" category. 
I mean, come on, Jim Gregory? 
The man coached one year in the 
more he screwed up and failed, the more 
he was rewarded. In 1967-68, when the 
Canucks were back in the old Western 
Hockey League, Gregory coached the 
team to a bleak 26-41-5 record. This 
apparently impressed the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who hired him to be an assistant 
coach the next year. Gregory spent one 
year as an assistant, during which the 
Leafs missed the playoffs, before he 
NHL! Of course, 
it probably helped 
that he is the current 
chairman of the Hall 
of Fame induction 
committee. That's 
right, that's not a 
misprint. The man 
inducted himself into 
the Hockey Hall of 
Fame. 
up or Gregory, it 
seemed that the more 
was promoted to the 
General Manager 
position. Huh? 
Gregory was 
Toronto's GM for ten 
years, and during that 
time, the Leafs missed 
the postseason twice, 
never came higher 
than third in their 
he screwed up and 
failed, the more he 
was rewarded." 
This is just another indication 
of the declining standards of the Hall. 
Think about it, the Hall of Fame is meant 
to be for the people who truly were some 
of the greatest of all time. People, who 
shaped the sport of hockey, people that 
we'll never forget. That just isn't Jim 
Gregory. 
For Gregory, it seemed that the 
division and never 
went to the Cup final. 
After taking over leadership of 
the Hall of Fame selection committee in 
1986, Gregory oversaw the enshrinement 
of players who really didn't deserve to be 
there, such as Dick Duff, Herbie Lewis, 
and Buddy O'Connor. For some reason, 
according to Gregory, these players 
have more right to be there than Glenn 
Getzlaf Signs Five-
Year Extension 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
Ryan Getzlaf, 22, and the Anaheim 
Ducks have agreed to a five-year contract 
that will keep the team's young star in 
Anaheim until 2013. The long-term deal 
is worth $26.625 million, and averages 
out to $5.325 million per season. 
The deal locks up one of 
the Duck's brightest young stars, and 
protects the team from losing another 
young player to a restricted free agent 
offer sheet. Before the start 
of this season, Anaheim had 
Dustin Penner signed away 
from them by Kevin Lowe's 
Edmonton Oilers. 
Getzlaf, selected 
19'h overall by Anaheim in 
the 2003 NHL Entry Draft, is 
one of the team's best young 
players. He won the Stanley 
Cup with the Ducks last 
season, scoring seven goals, 
and adding ten assists for 
17 points in 21 games. Last 
season, Getzlaf played all 82 
games, scored 25 goals with 
33 assists for 58 points. He 
also had 66 penalty minutes 
while establishing himself as 
one of the league's top two-
way forwards. 
Getzlaf, along with 
Corey Perry, who was chosen 
28'11 overall by the Ducks in the same 
draft as Getzlaf, star goaltender Jean-
Sebastian Gigure, Bobby Ryan, and 
perhaps the best all around defenseman 
in the NHL, Chris Pronger, form the 
nucleus for the defending Stanley Cup 
champions. 
The Ducks must now set 
their sites on locking up Corey Perry, 
whose entry-level deal will expire at the 
conclusion of this season. 
Anderson, Pavel Bure, and Carl Brewer. 
Take Brewer for example. 
Here's a guy who was a superstar 
defenseman for years, won three 
Stanley Cups-compared to Gregory's 
zero cups-and was a pivotal force 
in bringing down the corrupt Alan 
Eagleson administration in the NHLPA. 
This radical overturn uncovered the fact 
that the owners had been misallocating 
player's pension funds, which resulted 
in a $40 million lawsuit. Sounds pretty 
impressive to me. 
How Jim Gregory managed 
to worm his way into the company of 
far greater and more deserving men is 
beyond me, but it is a black mark on the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. 
NFL Player dies in 
Tragic Shooting 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
"S afety" Sean Taylor, 24, has 
died after spending two days in a coma 
following a break-in shooting. Taylor 
was shot in the early hours of November 
26 after an unknown number of people 
broke into his home and shot Taylor in 
the leg. Taylor suffered severe blood 
loss, and doctors feared for his life 
during a lengthy emergency surgery at 
Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami. 
Taylor never awoke from his coma. 
The former Washington Redskin 
was involved in an armed assault case, 
where he was arrested on June 5, 2005. 
Charges were filed but the case was 
eventually dropped as both sides reached 
a plea bargain. 
Taylor was not with the Redskins 
at the time as he was rehabbing an injured 
knee. An intruder shot him in the upper 
leg in his Florida home. Taylor died in 
hospital at 3:30AM, Taylor's home was 
the target of a previous break-in, which 
was why Taylor was carrying a machete 
at the time of the attack. Taylor had his 
house ransacked and a knife was left on 
Taylor's bed. No arrests have been made 
as of this time. 
Taylor's eventual cause of death 
was massive blood loss. Doctors feared 
that even if Taylor had recovered, the 
former Pro-Bowl player would have had 
lasting brain damage. 
Signs of forced entry were discovered 
at the home. His girlfriend and infant 
daughter- both of whom were present 
at the time of the attack-survive Taylor. 
Neither of them were wounded in the 
break-in. 
Sean Taylor was the fifth overall pick 
in the 2004 NFL entry draft. Washington 
selected him after a superb four-year 
career with the University of Miami. 
He had been signed to a seven-year, 
$18-million contract. At the time of the 
shooting, Taylor was tied for the NFC 
lead with five interceptions. 
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Chicago's Hockey Revolution 
By Garth McLennan, Sports Editor 
· The Chicago Blackhawks 
are finally on their way back 
to success after over a decade 
of darkness in the NHL. The 
Windy City boys are gaining 
respect again after the passing 
of tyrannical owner Bill Wirtz. 
As oppressive a 
dictator as any owner in hockey, 
and maybe sports, history, Bill 
Wirtz, who died at 77, was 
infamous throughout the sports 
world for refusing to televise 
Blackhawks home games if 
the building didn't sell out. His 
reasoning was that it wasn't 
fair to the fans that paid good 
money to come to the games 
for people to just watch them 
for free at home. Wirtz just 
didn't get it. If the Blackhawks 
had been half decent, that 
might have been reasonable, 
but Chicago has perennially 
been one of the biggest misfits 
in sports, combining years of 
horrible personnel decisions, 
bad trades, abysmal marketing 
philosophies, and failure on the 
ice to tarnish the once proud reputation 
of the Blackhawks. Under Bill Wirtz, 
the Chicago Blackhawks had become 
irrelevant. 
However, Wirtz's son Rocky 
has assumed control of the Hawks, and 
is determined to bring the once storied 
franchise into modem times. Rocky 
often clashed with his autocratic father 
over the operation of the hockey team, 
and it was perhaps for this reason that 
Rocky worked in the family liquor 
business instead of the hockey team. 
The Wirtz family is estimated to have 
approximately $4 billion is total holdings 
and assets after decades of success in real 
estate and the liquor dealerships. The 
Wirtz family liquor business distributes 
one-third of all alcohol in the state of 
Illinois. 
Two weeks after his father died, 
Rocky Wirtz negotiated a television deal 
to put Blackhawks games on TV for 
this season, a plan which will now see 
the Hawks have 70 of their 82 games 
televised next season. 
Bill Wirtz had permitted the 
Blackhawks to decay, and had one 
of the most archaic and inefficient 
administration teams in the NHL during 
his 41-year tenure as team president. 
Since becoming the top man in the 
organization, Rocky Wirtz has removed 
senior vice-president Bob Pulford from 
the team and shunted him to a Wirtz 
holding on the other side of town. Pulford 
had been in a management position with 
Chicago since 1977 and had become a 
representation of how badly things were 
run there. 
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While Rocky Wirtz has made a point of 
upgrading the Blackhawk's front office, 
the real change has occurred on the ice. 
The Hawks have two future, if they 
aren't already, superstars, Patrick Kane 
and Jonathan Toews. Kane was drafted 
first overall this year and Toews second 
overall in 2006, 
league a bit. When Tuomo Rutuu can 
stay healthy, he's a true power forward 
in every sense of the word. Defenseman 
Brent Seabrook has turned into a really 
solid rock on the back end. However, 
it really all comes back to Kane and 
Toews. 
and both are the 
foundations in the 
rebuilding effort 
in Chicago. 
Kane, 
19, and Toews, 
also 19, are the 
frontrunners for 
uBill Wirtz had one of the 
most archaic and inefficient 
administration teams in the 
NHL.n 
Kane played 
just one season 
with the London 
Knights in 
major junior's 
OHL. However, 
he had an 
incredible 
the Calder Trophy as NHL rookie of 
the year this season. Through 20 games, 
Kane already has 22 points. For someone 
who just turned 19 and is just 5' 10, 163 
pounds, that is absolutely phenomenal. 
He's leading the Blackhawks in scoring, 
and has been a major part in the team's 
trek back to respectability. Kane won 
the NHL Rookie of the Month award for 
October after he accumulated five goals 
and 11 assists in only 12 games. Toews 
has also been very impressive. Through 
18 games, he has 16 points. The two 
room together on the road, and are the 
most impressive of a strong group of 
prospects. 
At the time of this writing, 
the Blackhawks are fifth in the Western 
Conference, and behind only the Detroit 
Red Wings in their division. Their success 
this season is a direct result of Kane and 
Toews, but they've had help from the 
other good young players in the Hawk's 
system: Patrick Sharp's development has 
been meteoric after he moved around the 
season with 62 
goals, 83 assists, for a CHL leading 145 
points. He also was an amazing plus 45 
on the year. Incredibly, he only played 58 
games last year. He won the OHL rookie 
of the year award, and finished second 
to John Tavaras for the OHL and CHL 
MVP awards. Kane was gold for London 
in the playoffs that year, scoring 10 goals, 
21 assists and 31 points in just 16 playoff 
games. The year before that, Kane played 
for the US national development team, 
amassing 52 goals, 50 assists, and 102 
points in just 58 games. 
Kane has also been remarkable 
while playing for the United States in 
international competitions. In 2006, 
Kane played for the US in the U-18 
World Championships, helping the 
State~ capture the gold medal. In 2007, 
Kane played a starring role for the US 
in the World Junior Championships. He 
was named to the tournament all-star 
team and finished in a tie for second in 
tournament scoring. He would later be 
chosen first overall in the 2007 NHL 
entry draft after Chicago 
won the right to choose 
first. 
Toews has similarly 
impressive j uniorcredentials. 
Only Eric Johnson was 
taken ahead of him in the 
2006 NHL entry draft, and 
he was picked first overall in 
the 2003 WHL bantam draft. 
However, Toews opted to 
go to college instead of 
play major junior for his 
draft team, the Tri-City 
Americans. In two seasons 
with the University of North 
Dakota in the NCAA, had 
40 goals and 45 assists in 76 
games. 
Toews has also 
excelled while playing 
for his country. Toews 
captained the 2005 Western 
Canadian U-17 team, and 
was named tournament 
MVP as Canada won gold. 
At just 17, Toews played for 
Canada in the 2006 World 
Junior Championships, 
where Canada again won 
gold. The next year, Toews again made 
the Canadian WJC team, and was the 
tournament's best forward, being named 
to the all star team as he led Canada in 
scoring. Canada repeated as champions. 
Toews had an unforgettable game 
against Kane and the United States in 
the tournament semi-finals. Canada won 
2-1 in a lengthy shootout, and Toews 
scored a remarkable three goals in the 
breakaway contest. 
Chicago has gone through 
so many long years of below average 
performances and unfulfilled 
expectations to the point where they are 
barely recognized in Chicago anymore. 
Rocky Wirtz is working hard to change 
that. He is certainly extolling his young 
stars to the public, paying for billboard 
sized posters of Kane and Toews on 
buses and other public transit systems. 
Through all of their lacklustre 
seasons, it may all have been worth it 
for Kane and Toews. They are joined 
by a cadre of other young players, as 
well as a superstar in goal with Nikolai 
Khabibulin. If Martin Havlat can ever 
stay healthy, Chicago also boasts a 
pure scorer to compliment the young 
bluechippers. 
The Chicago renaissance can 
only be good for the team and the league, 
as the game needs America's third largest 
media market to be at its ·best. With 
players like Patrick Kane and Jonathan 
Toews, it won ' t be long before not just 
Chicago, but the entire nation sits up and 
takes notice. 
November 22 marked the 21" 
anniversary of Mike Tyson becoming 
the WBC Heavyweight Champion. 
November 22, 1986 would prove to be a 
historic night for both Tyson and the sport 
of boxing, as it marked the beginning of 
the tumultuous Tyson era. 
Tyson, at just 20 years, four 
months old at the time, demolished 
champion Trevor Berbick in just two 
rounds by TKO to become the youngest 
world heavyweight champion in history. 
The fight can be seen on YouTube, along 
with many other major Tyson fights. 
Tyson was born in Brownsville, 
Brooklyn. He was a notorious street thug, 
and was expelled from multiple schools 
for fighting. By age 13, Tyson had already 
been arrested 38 times. It wasn't until he 
was sent to a correctional boy's home 
that he first stepped into the ring and was 
taught the sweet science by councilor 
and former boxer Bobby Stewart. After 
training Tyson for several months, 
Stewart introduced Tyson to the Cus 
D' Amanto, the legendary trainer who had 
developed world champions. D' Amanto 
became Tyson's legal guardian, and along 
with fellow trainer Teddy Atlas, became 
Tyson's trainers and de facto father 
figures. 
As a teen, Tyson had a brief but 
successful amateur boxing career. He 
was the 1984 national Golden Gloves 
champion, and had an overall amateur 
record of 28-3. During his first two years 
as a professional, Tyson fought an almost 
unheard of 22 times, defeating all of his 
opponents. 19 of those victories were by 
knockout, and an unbelievable 14 of his 
KO's came in the first round. 
While Tyson was a fast rising 
superstar in the making, Cus D' Amanto 
tragically died in 1985, an event that many 
believe to be the beginning of Tyson's 
many troubles to come. 
After taking the title from 
Berbick, Tyson promised to defeat all of 
the world's best heavyweights, and unify 
the heavyweight crown. He added the 
WBA Heavyweight Championship by 
besting James "Bonecrusher'' Smith in 
1987, and again defended his belt later that 
year against Pinklon Thomas, knocking 
him out in the sixth round. Tyson would 
then beat Tony Tucker to become the 
IFB Heavyweight champion, becoming 
the first man in boxing history to be 
champion of the heavyweight division in 
all three major boxing organizations, the 
WBA, WBC, and IBF, at the same time. 
Again in 1987, Tyson would take on the 
1984 Heavyweight Olympic Gold medal 
winner, Tryell Biggs, and would knock 
him out in the 
problems came to a head on February 
11, 1990, when he was defeated and lost 
his title to the virtually unknown Buster 
Douglas. This is widely considered to be 
one of the biggest upsets in sports history. 
Tyson was a 42-1 favorite, and had an 
unbeaten record. Tyson was floored in the 
1 ()'h round for the first time in his career, 
causing the "baddest man on the planet" 
to loose his coveted championship. 
Douglas would prove to be a flash in the 
pan, dropping the title in his first defense 
to Evander Holyfield. 
Tyson got back on track in the 
ring soon after, however and beat Donovan 
Ruddock twice in 
seventh round. 
All of 
Tyson's success 
sparked "Tyson 
Mania" throughout 
the world. In 1987, 
Nintendo created 
'"At the peak of his career 
in the 1980's, Tyson was 
the best of all time, and that 
includes Ali." 
massively hyped 
bouts to become 
the number one 
contender. Not 
long after a 
championship 
match was 
Mike Tysons Punch Out! a video game 
for NES. The game had tremendous 
success, and has since developed a cult 
following. But what really made Tyson a 
true superstar was his 1988 demolishing 
of Michael Spinks, who many considered 
to be the true IBF Heavyweight champion. 
Amid controversy, Spinks had never lost 
his IBF title, and had been stripped of 
it. Because of this, Spinks demanded a 
title bout with Tyson. Tyson knocked out 
Spinks in 91 seconds to become the true 
undisputed heavyweight champion of the 
world. 
Unfortunately for everyone, 
right at the peak of Tyson Mania, 
Tyson's life and career began to rapidly 
deteriorate. He got divorced for the first, 
but not the last, time, and fired longtime 
trainer Kevin Rooney. Rooney was a 
superb coach for the powerful Tyson, and 
taught Iron Mike to follow strategy and 
maximize his potential. Without Rooney 
around to keep him in line, Tyson's in ring 
skills started slipping. 
All of Tyson's turmoil and 
arranged with Evander Holyfield in 
the fall 1991 all of a sudden everything 
started to fall apart. 
Tyson was arrested and convicted 
of twice raping Miss Black Rhode Island, 
Desiree Washington, in July 1991 and 
February of 1992. He was sentenced to 
six years in Indiana prison. Tyson served 
three years and was paroled in 1995. 
His two "comeback" bouts were 
lopsided fights that Tyson won easily, and 
his return fight was a huge event, setting 
PPV records for its time with the fight 
being purchased in 1.52 million homes. 
Tyson quickly regained two 
fringe titles, the lightly regarded WBA 
and WBC belts by destroying Frank 
Bruno and Bruce Seldon. Recapturing 
two of his former titles set the stage for 
the long awaited Tyson-Holyfield bout. 
Holyfield was the challanger, 
and was considered a big underdog after 
retiring in 1994. Like Tyson, he too was 
hoping to make a comeback, though many 
viewed him as washed-up after losing his 
championship to Michael Moorer. 
The first fight between the two 
was a big upset, with Holyfield defeating 
Tyson by TKO in the eleventh round. 
Tyson was furious after the match with 
Holyfield's repeated headbutts. The two 
would meet again on June 28, 1997, and 
what happened next is arguably the most 
infamous moment in boxing history. 
The stage was set at the MGM 
Grand hotel and casino in Las Vegas. It 
was a colossal event, and grossed $100 
million. The match was also very rich for 
both fighters. It set a record for the highest 
purse ever in a match that was only 
recently broken by Oscar De La Hoya 
and Floyd Mayweather. Tyson earned 
$30 million for the fight, while Holyfield 
received $35 million. 
Tyson was disqualified in the 
third round of the fight after biting off a 
chunk of Holyfield's ear. The grotesque 
action was a result of Holyfield again 
repeatedly headbutting Tyson throughout 
the match. After the announcement, the 
MGM Grand crowd erupted, and a near 
riot ensued, with several fights breaking 
out in the crowd. Tyson was fined the 
maximum $3 million by the Nevada state 
boxing commission, and his license to 
fight in the state of Nevada was revoked. 
However, Tyson had his license restored 
little over a year later. 
Controversy continued to follow 
Tyson. After knocking out Francois Botha 
in January 1999, Tyson was convicted of 
beating up two people after a car accident. 
He was sentenced to a year in prison, 200 
hours of community service, two years 
probation, and fined $5,000. He only 
ended up serving nine months of his 
sentence. 
After his release and several 
matches, one of which he tested positive 
for marijuana, Tyson received a title shot 
at Lennox Lewis, who held the WBC, IBF, 
and lBO Heavyweight championships. 
Once again the fight saw a measure of 
controversy. Tyson wanted to fight in 
Continued on Page 29 
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A few months back, the OP got down and dirty at a New Canada Pro Wrestling Event at Car-
penters Hall in New Westminster and captured some of the action. Stay tuned for another wild 
event at the Slovenian Society in Burnaby on Friday February 8, 2008! 
Photos by Trevor Hargreaves 
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WORD ON THE STREET 
Laura Kelsey, Staff Photographer 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Does the recent police taser controversy affect 
your trust in our local law enforcement? 
Mark Garret 
Third-year Business 
Katrina Bordignon 
Third-year General Studies 
"No, it doesn't. I think it was an insolated, 
and unfortunate, incident." 
"I'm undecided." 
Mike Tyson 
Continued from Page 25 
Nevada, the most lucrative place to hold 
boxing events, but he was barred from 
fighting there as Tyson had been charged 
with sexual assault at the time. The two 
had also been former friends, but that 
relationship has disintegrated after Tyson 
had said the now infamous line "I want his 
heart. I want to eat his children." Also, the 
two had brawled in the press conference to 
promote the fight. 
The fight was again delayed due 
to the brawl, and was eventually held June 
8, 2002, in Tennasee. The fight itself was 
a bit of let down, with Lewis controlling 
the bout and knocking Tyson out in the 
eighth round. The fight again set pay-per-
view records with 1.95 million buys in the 
States alone. 
Tyson's career continued to 
spiral downward, and in 2003 he had a 
trange tattoo put on his face. He fought 
in 2003 , defeating Clifford Etienne in 
just 49 seconds. This would be his final 
professional victory. 
In August 2003, Tyson's financial 
troubles were discovered as he filed 
for bankruptcy. It was revealed that he 
wasted over $300 million on extravagant 
purchases and poor investments. To solve 
his financial woes, Tyson attempted a 
comeback fight against British boxer 
Danny Williams. Tyson appeared to be 
winning, but was surprisingly knocked out 
in the fourth round. It was later revealed 
that Tyson had tom ligaments in his leg 
before the fight. 
Tyson would have one last fight 
agamst Kevin McBride, but quit in the 
:.LXth round and retired, saying he had lost 
the fire and passion he once had. Tyson 
retired with a record of 50-6-0-2, with 44 
knockouts. 
In June 2005, Tyson was featured 
in the USA Today, where he expressed 
his deep dissatisfaction with himself and 
the way his life was headed. He began 
spending the majority of his time in 
Arizona, where he owned a large enclave 
that houses his 350 pet pigeons. 
However, a quiet life was not 
in the cards for Tyson, who in December 
2006 was arrested on a drunken driving 
suspicion. He was later convicted, after 
changing his plea to "guilty" on charges of 
possession of narcotics and driving under 
the influence. On November 19, Tyson was 
sentenced to just one day in jail, despite 
the prosecutor 's recommendations that 
he spend a year behind bars. The judge 
however, was impressed at Tyson 's desire 
to seek help, and his admission that he has 
a drug problem. 
Mike Tyson's career is one of 
great controversy. He is without a doubt 
one of the greatest and most accomplished 
fighters of any generation, but his 
tumultuous personal life and inability 
to keep himself under control has led to 
many not including him in the discussion 
of the all-time greats. However, there 
is no denying his immense talent and 
potential. He 's been a two-time world 
heavyweight champion, a national Golden 
Gloves champion, and the 1988 fighter of 
the year. At the peak of his career in the 
1980's, Tyson was the best of all time, and 
that mcludes Ali. He was a powerhouse 
in every sense of the word, and one of 
the most famous and recognizable figures 
in the world. ESPN named him the most 
outrageous character in sports history, and 
has appeared in dozens of cameos. 
Unfortunately, like so many 
talented athletes, Mike Tyson will always 
have keep fans wondering what could 
have been. 
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The ''Other'' News "Salty" Liam Britten saltyliam@gmail.com 
Guitar Hero Match Threatens to End 
Friendship, Lives 
By "Salty" Liam Britten 
PORT COQUITLAM, BC-Although 
no one could have predicted it at the 
night's beginning, a "friendly" match 
of the video game Guitar Hero l/ 
ultimately resulted in serious injuries, 
property damage, and possible legal 
action between Greg Olsen, 21, and 
Leeanne LeBeau, 20. 
The match occurred at the 
house of Amy MacGuire, during a small 
house party of approximately ten to 15 
guests. Olsen and LeBeau were seen 
drinking lightly and telling jokes with 
other friends until approximately 10:30 
PM, when mutual friend Christine 
Rennolds arrived at the party with the 
Guitar Hero l/ game, two guitar-shaped 
controllers, and a PlayStation 2 console. 
Within minutes, a friendly game was 
arranged. 
"C'mon Greg, let's play this thing," 
LeBeau invited. 
whatever," he responded. 
The next match involved 
playing Rancid's "Salvation," with 
LeBeau emerging the winner. 
"Yeah! Eat it, bitch!" LeBeau 
taunted. 
"God, you're a skank," Olsen 
replied. "Shut the hell up." 
"What did you just say?" LeBeau 
demanded. "You're such a bad 
loser." 
The tensions continued 
to mount; during a rendition of 
Rush's "YYZ," Olsen triumphed, 
but LeBeau cried foul . 
"You cheated! You cheater Greg! 
You cheated!" she shouted. "You 
totally hit the pause button to 
throw me off!" 
"Well, okay, but I've never really 
played," Olsen replied. 
"Leeanne, I hit it accidentally," 
Olsen retorted. "Now who's being 
a bad loser? Besides, you totally 
keep touching my guitar with 
yours; you ' re trying to throw me Olsen (left) and LeBeau, moments before chaos struck 
The game involved the two 
"playing" Cheap Trick's hit song 
"Surrender." Olsen soundly defeated 
LeBeau, eliciting a negative response 
from LeBeau. 
"What the fuck?" she said. "You said 
you never played!" 
"Well, I've played like, twice or 
off!" 
Next up was Heart's 
"Crazy on You," but halfway through 
the round, violence broke out. Witnesses 
remain unsure of who threw the first 
blow, but by the end of it, blood was 
everywhere, and MacGuire's basement 
had been ruined. As of press time, 
charges have been filed, with Olsen 
claiming assault, saying, "she used her 
nails to take a lot of blood out of me." 
LeBeau is counter-suing, saying, "he 
got a lot of blood under my nails." Party 
guests were universally disappointed at 
the pair's poor show of sportsmanship. 
CAPS LOCK KEY BROKEN IN 
''OTHER PRESS'' OFFICE 
BY "SALTY" LIAM BRITTEN 
30 
N EW WESTMINSTER, BC-
THE NEW WEMINSTER OFFICE 
OF THE OTHER PRESS WAS THE 
SCENE OF TECHNICAL PROBLEMS 
YESTERDAY, AS THE CAPS LOCK 
KEY ON COMPUTER NUMBER TWO 
USED BY HUMOUR EDITOR LIAM 
BRITTEN WAS BROKEN ALL DAY. 
"IT'S REALLY ANNOYING" 
BRITTEN SAID. "I MEAN I'M 
TRYING TO WRITE THIS ARTICLE 
BUT BECAUSE IT'S IN ALL CAPS 
IT'S LIKE I'M SHOUTING MY 
ARTICLES AT THE READER. 
FORTUNATELY I ACTUALLY AM 
YELLING ALL THESE ARTICLES. 
PAY ATTENTION YOU DAMN KIDS!" 
EDITOR_IN_ CHIEF J.J. 
MCCULLOUGH WAS EXTREMELY 
UNHAPPY WITH THE DIFFIULTIES. 
"IT'S RIDICULOUS. I THINK 
IT'S REALLY TAKING AWAY FROM 
THE QUALITY OF OUR ARTICLES," 
MCCULLOUGH REVEALED. "I 
MEAN, I WANTED TO WRITE THIS 
"They ruined my house, and 
they almost killed each other, what were 
they thinking?" commented MacGuire. 
"And what really gets me mad is they 
were totally hogging the game, I wanted 
to play Christine, shit was on that 
night." 
ARTICLE ABOUT HOW MY AUNT 
IRA BOMBED A BUILDING IN 
NORTH IRELAND. BUT NOW OUR 
HEADLINE READS "IRA BOMBS 
EMBASSY IN BELFAST," AND NOW 
EVERYONE'S GOING TO THINK 
THE IRISH REPUBLICAN ARMY 
IS BACK! WE'RE LETTING DOWN 
ALL THE PEOPLE WHO READ THE 
OTHER PRESS FOR SERIOUS NEWS 
REPORTING. I'M ASHAMED." 
ADDED MCCULLOUGH: 
"OH YEAH, I GUESS I SHOULD 
TELL MOM HER SISTER 
BOMBED ANOTHER EMBASSY." 
IT WAS UNCLEAR WHEN 
TECH SUPPORT WOULD BE ABLE 
TO REPLACE THE FAULTY CAPS 
LOCK KEY. THERE HAVE BEEN A 
SWATH OF COMPUTER-RELATED 
PROBLEMS PLAGUING THE 
COLLEGEOFLATEANDTHETIMEOF 
REPAIR IS CURRENTLY UNCErtain. 
Oh wait, never mind, it works 
again. 
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip's 60th 
Wedding Anniversary Ends in Night of 
Disgusting, Disgusting Old People Sex 
"Salty" 
Liam Britten 
resident all-star 
LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM- It 
was a royal first; a monarch married to 
a consort for 60 years. Last week, Queen 
Elizabeth II and Prince Phillip celebrated 
their60'h year of marriage with a ceremony 
at Westminster Abbey, where they tied 
the knot six decades ago. They wanted 
the occasion to be just like that magical 
night, and in more ways than one, it was 
At approximately 11:25 PM, 
members of the staff at Buckingham 
Palace were awoken by what sounded 
like a break-in occurring in the royal 
couple's room. "I was awoken by 
the sounds of rapid squeaking and 
brittle wood snapping," said palace 
cook Peter Fontaine. "We yelled in 
the room, didn 't get a reply, so we 
kicked the door in, yes? And then, 
my word, we saw something horrid." 
Added Fontaine: "Merde, it may 
not have been brittle wood, but something 
was definitely getting broken off." 
Palace staff walked in on 
the Queen and the Prince engaged in 
intense sexual intercourse. Details have 
been scarce, but staff were "amazed" 
by the pair 's stamina, especially 
considering their advanced age. Palace 
maid Mary McLeod was among the 
staff that witnessed the royal shagging. 
" I 
guess things are 
getting a wee bit 
dry down in the 
Queen's... well , 
the Queen 's, err, 
royal prerogative. 
I can't even think 
of what on earth 
it sounded like ... 
I guess it sounded 
sort of like a piece 
of wood getting 
sandpapered," she 
unfortunately told 
The Other Press. 
"I would tell you 
what position 
they were in, but 
if I did, you'd 
probably never want doggy style again." 
The couple's indiscretions, 
described by onlookers as "like watching 
two pieces of beef jerky hump each 
other" are nothing new to some. Palace 
guard Duncan Wiltshire has been aware 
of the pair 's lustful ways for some time. 
"I remember back when I was 
new here, back in '97, it was a hazing 
tradition to make the new bloke stand 
guardattheroyal bedroom," he recounted, 
furiously smoking a cigarette with 
shaking hands. 
"My god, the 
things I heard in 
there were terrible; 
the worst was 
after the Prince 
found something 
exciting on telly, 
that put him right 
in the mood. I 
remember when 
he found the 
music video of 
those Russian 
lesbian twins, he 
got proper randy." 
Wiltshire 
continued , 
tearing up: "It 
was horrible! The 
things he said, shit like, 'England rises 
again!' and she would say 'God shag 
the Queen! God shag the Queen!' it was 
horrible." He shakily told The Other 
Press. "And if those things aren't bloody 
awful enough to ear, imagine them saying 
it without dentures, it was like they were 
eating peanut butter. I don't know what 
rape victims go through, but I feel like I've 
been raped in my ears. I feel so dirty .. . " 
After the ensuing press furor 
over the couple's love-making, Prince 
Phillip finally held a press conference on 
the palace grounds to confirm the rumours. 
"The Queen and I are in love, 
and this is what people in love do. 
Besides, what am I supposed to do, 
use my hand? I've got arthritis!" he 
told assembled reporters. "I think this 
embarrassment has taught us all three 
things that are very important: one, 
discretion is important. Two, for public 
figures , nothing is private. And three, 
fuck condoms. Seriously, bollocks to 
'em. When I fuck my bitch, I want to 
feel that shit, I don't need a balloon 
dangling from me dong. I like it raw!" 
When asked by reporters 
whetherornot the Queen is as enthusiastic 
about their sex life as he is, the Prince 
replied: "Well, they don't call me Prince 
Phil for nothing! Get it? Like fill?" 
The Prince then began offering 
high fives to reporters. 
Salty "Brit te11 's Top S 'sl solution, t ips and computer programs at \IVWW.sudoku.com su ldo lku C ~les by Pappoco:n 
TOP FIVE POLITICAL MEMOIRS 
Recently, many politicians have been releasing memoirs of their time in 
office, including such diverse figures as Brian Mulroney, Jean Chretien, 
and Pervez Musharraf What else is due to be released? 
5 ........ . John Turner, I Was Prime Minister Too, Dammit 
4 ......... Muammar al-Gaddafi, All I Wanted was Love 
3 ......... Margaret Thatcher, The Vagina Ideologues 
2 ......... Joe Clark, Pimping Ain't Eazy: The Story of One Crack Dealer :S 
Rise From Small-Time Hustler to the Ultimate Player 
1.. ....... Pierre Trudeau (posthumous), Bite Me, Mulroney 
TOP FIVE RECALLED TOYS OF THE 2007 
CHRISTMAS SEASON 
This year, many toys from various companies are facing recalls over 
safety concerns. What are some of those toys? 
5 .. ....... Baby's First Meth Lab 
4 ......... PlayStation 3 'sEA Sports Presents Michael Vick Dogfighting '08 
3 ........ My Little Pony Glue Factory PlaySet 
2 ......... Hyperion Publishing's Pop-up version ofNabokov's Lolita 
1 ......... Hasbro 's "Big Fuckin' Balls of Lead" 
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EASY #8 
Fil l in ttle grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. That means that 
no number is repeated in any row. column of box. 
Answers next issue! 
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Thanks for the Memories 
e you next Semester! 
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